
Folder: GSA-2017-000172_anna.johnson@gsa.gov_0

Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Wed, 17 Dec 2014 08:09:36 -0600
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
To: Allison Azevedo <allison.azevedo@gsa.gov>, Jennifer Enyart <jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>,  

Robert Nawrocki <robert.nawrocki@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAP1jAVzneMRcQB0H8YRyF+rTMOLGTt_3B3wSQNqp5M5nBPPVNw@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 151dff2548c121c585b15004dee44e13
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

With attachment.  
 

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533 
Cell: 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_anna.johnson@gsa.gov_0

Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Tue, 16 Dec 2014 14:20:40 -0600
From: Anna Morfoot - LD5 <anna.morfoot@gsa.gov>
To: Lisa Dall - LD5 <lisa.dall@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAHd27jJMTJkVKUSShmfY79zgdupMwuf3Nx35r0Y53FESAuinfQ@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: f86bc3c313a189a6469123d0fd1cac17
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

Lisa: 

Per Tom's request, please see the attached FOIA.  Also, please let me know if you would like 
me to add it to the log.

Anna Morfoot
Paralegal Specialist 
GSA, Great Lakes Region 
Office of Regional Counsel 
230 South Dearborn, Suite 3786 
Chicago, IL 60604 
O: (312) 353-5393   M: 

This  email  message  and  any  attachments  may  contain  confidential  information  which  is legally  privileged  and  intended  only  for  the  
individual  to  whom  it is addressed.   Do  not  forward  this  message  without  permission.   If  you  are  not  the  intended  recipient  you  are  
hereby  notified  that  any  disclosure,  copying,  or distribution  of  these  contents  is strictly  prohibited  and  if you  have  received  this  in 

error  please  notify  us  immediately  and  delete/destroy  the  original  email  message  along  with  any  attachments  or copies  thereof.

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Tom Hawkins - LD5 <thomas.hawkins@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 2:19 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Anna Morfoot - LD5 <anna.morfoot@gsa.gov>, Lisa Dall - LD5 <lisa.dall@gsa.gov> 

Anna:

Pls assign to Lisa.  Thank you!

Thomas Hawkins

Regional Counsel

GSA Region 5

312 353 5423

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 1:36 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Tom Hawkins - LD5 <thomas.hawkins@gsa.gov>, Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov> 
Cc: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Oana Sandru - 5P2PQD 
<oana.oprean@gsa.gov>, Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P 
<lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>, Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> 

Tom,

Please see the attached FOIA we received for the Whipple ARRA project.  The team will begin to 

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_anna.johnson@gsa.gov_0

assemble the documents for Legal review prior to issuance to the requester. 

Sincerely,

John Caswell

Deputy Director

Design and Construction Division (CCP)

U.S. General Services Administration

Great Lakes Region, Public Buildings Service

230 S. Dearborn Street, Suite 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

work 312 353 0888
cell 

john.caswell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 11:14 AM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Robert Green - 5PCC <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>, Oana 
Oprean <oana.oprean@gsa.gov> 

FYI

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_audrey.brooks@gsa.gov_0

Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Tue, 16 Dec 2014 14:19:30 -0600
From: Tom Hawkins - LD5 <thomas.hawkins@gsa.gov>
To: Anna Morfoot - LD5 <anna.morfoot@gsa.gov>, Lisa Dall - LD5 <lisa.dall@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAC2m7SH1+NWExqeXdJDuOuWCXUvXziU71W1GcYz0S4064R5wsg@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: bfe35f4c213c2438ffd610ad0f93d2e1
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

Anna: 

Pls assign to Lisa.  Thank you!

Thomas Hawkins

Regional Counsel

GSA Region 5

312 353 5423

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 1:36 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Tom Hawkins - LD5 <thomas.hawkins@gsa.gov>, Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov> 
Cc: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Oana Sandru - 5P2PQD 
<oana.oprean@gsa.gov>, Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P 
<lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>, Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> 

Tom,

Please see the attached FOIA we received for the Whipple ARRA project.  The team will begin to 
assemble the documents for Legal review prior to issuance to the requester. 

Sincerely,

John Caswell

Deputy Director

Design and Construction Division (CCP)

U.S. General Services Administration

Great Lakes Region, Public Buildings Service

230 S. Dearborn Street, Suite 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

work 312 353 0888
cell 

john.caswell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 11:14 AM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Robert Green - 5PCC <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>, Oana 
Oprean <oana.oprean@gsa.gov> 

(b) (6)
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FYI

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  

--

Michael Messerle

Branch Manager

U.S. General Services Administration

Design and Construction Division

230 South Dearborn Street

Suite 3600

Chicago, Illinois 60604

312-353-2093    

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_catherine.langel@gsa.gov_0

Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Thu, 6 Nov 2014 13:36:54 -0600
From:
To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>
Cc: Doug Solomon <Doug.Solomon@FOXTV.COM>
Message-ID: <F8BFCCF1-629B-481E-B0F7-7AAA138AEC6E@gmail.com>
MD5: 1338e6c4f3492d4d350cbdd8c7836295

Tomorrow 10 is good. I'll be with photographer Doug Solomon. 

Tom Lyden 

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Nov 6, 2014, at 1:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. Our property manager will be available at 10am tomorrow. Please send me the name of your 
camera person, so we can pass the names to security. I'm assuming it will be just the two of you.

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Nov 6, 2014 at 10:56 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Okay.  I’ll take it.  Give me a time.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 6, 2014, at 10:52 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

We could allow for 20 minutes to grab b-roll of the public areas of the Whipple Federal Building (lobby, 
cafeteria) on Friday morning. You will not be allowed to film the security areas, security measures, or 
the security guards. Our property manager can meet you in the lobby and escort you from there to the 
cafeteria. She will not be able to address any questions; you can send what questions you have back to 
me. 

I will have information for you on your follow-up questions on Whipple and the TSA questions by 
tomorrow. 

Thanks,

 Cat

(b) (6)
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On Tue, Nov 4, 2014 at 9:15 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

I am working on your follow-ups, (as well as the questions you had on the TSA space) and I'm seeing if 
there's a time this week for you to get b-roll only of the public areas of the building. I will be in touch.

Thanks,

 Cat

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 

(b) (6)
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Folder: GSA-2017-000172_catherine.langel@gsa.gov_0

information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_catherine.langel@gsa.gov_0

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 

Tom Lyden 
FOX 9 News 

(b) (6)
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Folder: GSA-2017-000172_catherine.langel@gsa.gov_0

Subject: Fwd: Whipple Building
Date: Fri, 21 Nov 2014 17:39:09 -0800
From: Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov>
To: "Cat Langel (ZP1B)" <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <-9060251924801057217@unknownmsgid>
MD5: f8f719a917a225a42077b12944b2cc25

FYI 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Tom Lyden <  
Date: November 21, 2014 at 5:38:01 PM PST 
To: Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Whipple Building

 

Hey Brad,

I have some bad news. At 5:48, TSA sent me the email below. I had already left and I’m just seeing it 
now.

They delivered on some cost details.  And since I gave them a deadline of 6pm CST, I feel obligated to 
include it.

And, it’s sort of hysterical that they sent it at 5:48 on a Friday anyway.

So, bottom line, I need to change two paragraphs. And reshoot the tag.  

If you can’t, I totally get that.  But I’ll probably have to have someone else do it and touch your stuff (so 
to speak).

Seriously, bummed.  Believe me. Let me know.  Anytime good for me.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 21, 2014, at 5:48 PM, Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hello Tom,

Thanks for your inquiry regarding the cost of Whipple Federal Building. 

The $170 million cost provided to you previously includes American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
(ARRA) design and construction funding only. 

(b) (6)
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I saw that Cat is out of the office.  Below is an email I sent her regarding a story I’m working on 
regarding the Whipple Building in Minneapolis.  My deadline is Friday afternoon. Thanks.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom Lyden <  

Subject: Re: Whipple Building

Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 

To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

(b) (6)
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Folder: GSA-2017-000172_catherine.langel@gsa.gov_0

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 

(b) (6)
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Folder: GSA-2017-000172_catherine.langel@gsa.gov_0

information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News
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612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 

Tom Lyden 
FOX 9 News 

(b) (6)
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Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Wed, 29 Oct 2014 15:10:00 -0500
From: Tom Lyden <
To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <0AA40423-7DD2-4C9C-AE74-8B81CAA055B1@gmail.com>
MD5: 980f41ce95d5cc2d2d328c68b33c35e0

Anyone available to talk about the renovations? 
 

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat
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Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Wed, 29 Oct 2014 15:40:06 -0500
From: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>
To: Tom Lyden <
Message-ID: <CAOrbRb8aDj3iLu_fWbjSakH2mFppbK7YMpumhdoQyizh43QwLQ@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: e04ef54af60e0818687dcce2c50c5398

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done. 
 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.
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On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 
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Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Thu, 6 Nov 2014 13:52:33 -0600
From: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>
To: Tom Lyden <
Message-ID: <CAOrbRb8e59MM0Db=dRf5CBiB_rHZRxqNJb_BLfF1Uwk-X9dHHg@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: adc37010da1b8cf27b816ce63fd682e8

Thanks. I will let our property manager Meghan Coleman know.  
 

On Thu, Nov 6, 2014 at 1:36 PM, <  wrote:

Tomorrow 10 is good. I'll be with photographer Doug Solomon.

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Nov 6, 2014, at 1:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. Our property manager will be available at 10am tomorrow. Please send me the name of your 
camera person, so we can pass the names to security. I'm assuming it will be just the two of you.

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Nov 6, 2014 at 10:56 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Okay.  I’ll take it.  Give me a time.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 6, 2014, at 10:52 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

We could allow for 20 minutes to grab b-roll of the public areas of the Whipple Federal Building (lobby, 
cafeteria) on Friday morning. You will not be allowed to film the security areas, security measures, or 
the security guards. Our property manager can meet you in the lobby and escort you from there to the 
cafeteria. She will not be able to address any questions; you can send what questions you have back to 
me. 

I will have information for you on your follow-up questions on Whipple and the TSA questions by 
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tomorrow. 

Thanks,

 Cat

On Tue, Nov 4, 2014 at 9:15 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

I am working on your follow-ups, (as well as the questions you had on the TSA space) and I'm seeing if 
there's a time this week for you to get b-roll only of the public areas of the building. I will be in touch.

Thanks,

 Cat

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644
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Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:(b) (6)
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Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
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Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Thu, 6 Nov 2014 13:25:31 -0600
From: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>
To: Tom Lyden <
Message-ID: <CAOrbRb_7un7oDKkwLaC3FyTgTESg24WO99puytt9COcSTc8yrQ@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: e339fdf2e831dabfe861757c145536d1

Hi, Tom. Our property manager will be available at 10am tomorrow. Please send me the name of your 
camera person, so we can pass the names to security. I'm assuming it will be just the two of you. 
 

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Nov 6, 2014 at 10:56 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Okay.  I’ll take it.  Give me a time.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 6, 2014, at 10:52 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

We could allow for 20 minutes to grab b-roll of the public areas of the Whipple Federal Building (lobby, 
cafeteria) on Friday morning. You will not be allowed to film the security areas, security measures, or 
the security guards. Our property manager can meet you in the lobby and escort you from there to the 
cafeteria. She will not be able to address any questions; you can send what questions you have back to 
me. 

I will have information for you on your follow-up questions on Whipple and the TSA questions by 
tomorrow. 

Thanks,

 Cat

On Tue, Nov 4, 2014 at 9:15 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

I am working on your follow-ups, (as well as the questions you had on the TSA space) and I'm seeing if 
there's a time this week for you to get b-roll only of the public areas of the building. I will be in touch.

Thanks,

 Cat

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:
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Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 
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The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,
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 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 

Tom Lyden 
FOX 9 News 
612-414-8644

--

Cat Langel

Regional Public Affairs Officer

Office of Communications and Marketing

U.S. General Services Administration
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Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Fri, 24 Oct 2014 10:08:16 -0500
From: Tom Lyden <
To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <3172C2B6-08EF-46AB-8677-89F6BDC0D968@gmail.com>
MD5: b17265b3b722a995506777acdadff5b5

You know, we’re not entirely sure what the angle is.  We had a reporter who was recently there doing 
an interview and heard about all the renovations.  Some of them sound interesting.  Come to find out 
it’s one of the biggest construction projects around the Twin Cities, but one people knew very little 
about.  We’re curious. 
 

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,
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Subject: Whipple Building
Date: Wed, 22 Oct 2014 16:52:08 -0500
From: Tom Lyden <
To: catherine.langel@gsa.gov
Message-ID: <5BCAF61D-F8FB-4D16-B0F1-23D88D19E079@gmail.com>
MD5: 85136f83a2380d4edd2f497eac728117

Hey Catherine,  
  
My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the renovation 
projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating project at $150 
million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  What can you tell 
me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact?  
  
Tom Lyden  
FOX 9 News  
612-414-8644  
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Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Fri, 7 Nov 2014 16:43:53 -0600
From: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>
To: Tom Lyden <
Message-ID: <CAOrbRb8nsA51j8D8mjUzNTZ3BczxSBHnDFdt3b-vUKtV0gmDCA@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 057e31f43e1ae231cb2ff970374baaf1

Hi, Tom.  
 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644
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Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_catherine.langel@gsa.gov_0

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
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Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:
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Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 
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Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?
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Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Wed, 29 Oct 2014 16:25:45 -0500
From: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>
To: Tom Lyden <
Message-ID: <CAOrbRb8oskM+W5AO5LjjZEk7XXsU1u_Uify-hGv41DAB=Rv-vg@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 12e2e68b14d468fc9112e8436159fc6b

Tom, I'll see what I can do.  
 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
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provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644
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Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Wed, 29 Oct 2014 15:43:53 -0500
From:
To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <DD0ADF93-997B-4EBC-ABE0-238BAAC9A79D@gmail.com>
MD5: 9970c8d87a7e7fddcedfc58a0e948b00

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom LydenFox 9 News 

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 
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Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)





Folder: GSA-2017-000172_catherine.langel@gsa.gov_0

Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Thu, 23 Oct 2014 11:23:18 -0500
From: Tom Lyden <
To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <C8F2861E-250E-49A4-92E0-AD1684B2F87E@gmail.com>
MD5: 63694138ba448bc3c8d2671c5225bffa

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations. 
 

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 

Tom Lyden 
FOX 9 News 
612-414-8644

--

Cat Langel

Regional Public Affairs Officer

Office of Communications and Marketing

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_catherine.langel@gsa.gov_0

Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Fri, 24 Oct 2014 09:14:34 -0500
From: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>
To: Tom Lyden <
Message-ID: <CAOrbRb9C_fLDU66XOW-qYHVpjZRq+AmgCcy+weGNNVxNWo0RaQ@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: b60c58c94e5447eadc8fd6bedb463fc5

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me an 
idea of the angle/focus of your story? 
 

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 

Tom Lyden 
FOX 9 News 
612-414-8644
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Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Thu, 20 Nov 2014 14:17:26 -0600
From: Tom Lyden <
To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <51CFF2A7-60E8-4DF0-8323-8DE63DBF187E@gmail.com>
MD5: 1af54b9b75a8804b7a178738aa447f3f

Hey Cat, 
 

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,
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I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 
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The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat
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On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 

Tom Lyden 
FOX 9 News 
612-414-8644

--

Cat Langel

Regional Public Affairs Officer

Office of Communications and Marketing

U.S. General Services Administration
Great Lakes Region
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Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Tue, 4 Nov 2014 09:15:59 -0600
From: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>
To: Tom Lyden <
Message-ID: <CAOrbRb8XxrUfJfEPr7MYp0+XGO7kgumzjCHU_F=KqkUTkoXfPQ@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 0bcc6bdabe6fcda49333f64e5fef9817

Hi, Tom.  
 

I am working on your follow-ups, (as well as the questions you had on the TSA space) and I'm seeing if 
there's a time this week for you to get b-roll only of the public areas of the building. I will be in touch.

Thanks,

 Cat

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 
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Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?
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Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 
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Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Fri, 31 Oct 2014 13:44:41 -0500
From: Tom Lyden <
To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <8B41FC9D-7DB9-4AEB-BDB0-D65B6197E338@gmail.com>
MD5: 8e96211f65a9dce204b615e5236b6580

Cat, 
 

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.
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The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:
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Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 

Tom Lyden 
FOX 9 News 
612-414-8644
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Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Thu, 6 Nov 2014 10:52:05 -0600
From: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>
To: Tom Lyden <
Message-ID: <CAOrbRb93j+DsbYcxZQyuKij09=ikaaTUubgBfbwAYeT5DoxF1w@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: b378e6410f4de9ef17651c4d03873d0e

Hi, Tom.  
 

We could allow for 20 minutes to grab b-roll of the public areas of the Whipple Federal Building (lobby, 
cafeteria) on Friday morning. You will not be allowed to film the security areas, security measures, or 
the security guards. Our property manager can meet you in the lobby and escort you from there to the 
cafeteria. She will not be able to address any questions; you can send what questions you have back to 
me. 

I will have information for you on your follow-up questions on Whipple and the TSA questions by 
tomorrow. 

Thanks,

 Cat

On Tue, Nov 4, 2014 at 9:15 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

I am working on your follow-ups, (as well as the questions you had on the TSA space) and I'm seeing if 
there's a time this week for you to get b-roll only of the public areas of the building. I will be in touch.

Thanks,

 Cat

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644
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On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
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building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644
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Subject: Fwd: RECALL Re: Whipple Building
Date: Fri, 21 Nov 2014 17:41:26 -0800
From: Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov>
To: "Cat Langel (ZP1B)" <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <-5995890119792373482@unknownmsgid>
MD5: 7ecc3250e4cb5242b36ddc3af27c5a8a

it gets better. 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Tom Lyden <  
Date: November 21, 2014 at 5:39:36 PM PST 
To: Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov> 
Subject: RECALL Re: Whipple Building

 

Sorry Stephanie, I’d like to recall the email below.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 21, 2014, at 7:38 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Hey Brad,

I have some bad news. At 5:48, TSA sent me the email below. I had already left and I’m just seeing it 
now.

They delivered on some cost details.  And since I gave them a deadline of 6pm CST, I feel obligated to 
include it.

And, it’s sort of hysterical that they sent it at 5:48 on a Friday anyway.

So, bottom line, I need to change two paragraphs. And reshoot the tag.  

If you can’t, I totally get that.  But I’ll probably have to have someone else do it and touch your stuff (so 
to speak).

Seriously, bummed.  Believe me. Let me know.  Anytime good for me.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644
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Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:
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Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 
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Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?
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Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Thu, 6 Nov 2014 10:56:19 -0600
From: Tom Lyden <
To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <0CFC2C16-41BF-497C-8691-10E3880F8355@gmail.com>
MD5: 84836ab2d61fdda86ca3bc336abb9738

Okay.  I’ll take it.  Give me a time. 
Tom Lyden 

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 6, 2014, at 10:52 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

We could allow for 20 minutes to grab b-roll of the public areas of the Whipple Federal Building (lobby, 
cafeteria) on Friday morning. You will not be allowed to film the security areas, security measures, or 
the security guards. Our property manager can meet you in the lobby and escort you from there to the 
cafeteria. She will not be able to address any questions; you can send what questions you have back to 
me. 

I will have information for you on your follow-up questions on Whipple and the TSA questions by 
tomorrow. 

Thanks,

 Cat

On Tue, Nov 4, 2014 at 9:15 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

I am working on your follow-ups, (as well as the questions you had on the TSA space) and I'm seeing if 
there's a time this week for you to get b-roll only of the public areas of the building. I will be in touch.

Thanks,

 Cat

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
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direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
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ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?
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Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Tue, 16 Dec 2014 13:36:16 -0600
From: John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>
To: Tom Hawkins - LD5 <thomas.hawkins@gsa.gov>, Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov>
Cc: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Oana Sandru - 5P2PQD 

<oana.oprean@gsa.gov>,  Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno 
- 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>,  Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>

Message-ID: <CAFK4n_V6dg=drJgi6NZ+hwZN+WQQpBCS6VkiL2Lcf8wn-0D_mA@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: bd900d43f271d386b009bb22adf623d3
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

Tom, 
 

Please see the attached FOIA we received for the Whipple ARRA project.  The team will begin to 
assemble the documents for Legal review prior to issuance to the requester. 

Sincerely,

John Caswell

Deputy Director

Design and Construction Division (CCP)

U.S. General Services Administration

Great Lakes Region, Public Buildings Service

230 S. Dearborn Street, Suite 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

work 312 353 0888 
cell 

john.caswell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 11:14 AM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Robert Green - 5PCC <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>, Oana 
Oprean <oana.oprean@gsa.gov> 

FYI

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.
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Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  

--

Michael Messerle

Branch Manager

U.S. General Services Administration

Design and Construction Division

230 South Dearborn Street

Suite 3600

Chicago, Illinois 60604

312-353-2093   
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Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Tue, 16 Dec 2014 10:52:47 -0600
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>,  Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 

<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CALqhcZW7kD2BXR55MQOibeF1S8+3Sfr4dMmtaXS96Tc5PJ9MNA@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 8363ba64e50032eea33b46cddf444be2
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia - 
 

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  
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Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Wed, 17 Dec 2014 17:55:34 -0600
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
To: Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Cc: Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell <john.caswell@gsa.gov>,  Michael 

Messerle <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, William Sonenberg 
<william.sonenberg@gsa.gov>,  Jennifer Enyart <jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>, Cat Langel - 
ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>

Message-ID: <CAP1jAVzhaGFmok0BhTLsae=NUJvJkfHAoWZfau+-3g0MY4ABCw@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: b9e543a257c38d28884491956651b7aa
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf ; 

PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_#1_(03.31.2009).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#2_(01.19.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#3__(03.05.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#4_(06.24.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#6_(12.16.2010).pdf 
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Lucrezia Patruno

Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533 
Cell: 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell
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Subject: FOIA GSA-2015-000202 Document Resend
Date: Wed, 3 Aug 2016 10:37:01 -0500
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
To: Tom Lyden <
Cc: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CALqhcZX8eJsZr1G-h=4DM=XstbDngahoYesRjtSXzzirMHn0ZQ@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 2f64a689ddca879582cb4567c0766de9
Attachments: 000202_Lyden_Final RL_3.30.15.pdf ; Lyden_000202.zip 

Mr. Lyden - 
 
This email is  in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), GSA Number (2015-000202), dated 
December 4, 2014, in which you stated you never received.  According to our records, the Final Disposition 
was sent to you on March 30, 2015, via FOIAOnline.

Provided as attached is the Final Response Letter and Responsive Documents.

Should you have any specific questions regarding you FOIA request, please let me know.

Thank you,

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  
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Subject: Fwd: FOIA GSA-2015-000202 - Notification of 10- Day Extension (Correction)
Date: Tue, 26 Jul 2016 16:11:11 -0400
From: DeLee Ann Yaukey - H1F <delee.yaukey@gsa.gov>
To: GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAMvss2GA4LYXgAQpGk1TXSnEX4SoUsP=XaCS291YKf2-25RiYg@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 2b85e5ae946cc9ac3e3bdde4604bd397

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 4:08 PM 
Subject: Re: FOIA GSA-2015-000202 - Notification of 10- Day Extension (Correction) 
To: Tom Lyden <  

 

Hello Tom,

The responsive information on this FOIA request was released to you directly on March 30, 2015 via the 
FOIAonline system.  You can access the release directly at the following weblink:

https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/search/runSearchFromHeader#detailAnchor

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.

On Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 3:25 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Dear GSA FOIA,  

I have never received information detailed below regarding a FOIA of budgetary issues involving the 
Whipple Building in Bloomington, MN.  It’s more than a year and a half after information was supposed 
to be delivered.  Could you update me on the status of this request. 

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News
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612-414-8644

On Dec 29, 2014, at 11:39 AM, GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov> wrote:

This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act request dated 
October 21, 2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information regarding the renovation of 
the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting the following information for GSA: An 
itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA 
funding. This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant 
improvements costs and move costs.Any budget analysis or project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy 
cost savings along with projections of recouping costs.A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any 
emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV.

 

Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should 
expect a final reply on or before Friday, 23 January  2015.  

 

I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.

--
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DeLee Ann Yaukey
Government Information Specialist

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 

Requester Service Center

FOIA & Records Management Division (H1F)

Office of Administrative Services (H)

U.S. General Services Administration

1800 F St. NW, 7th Floor, Wing 3

Washington, D.C.  20405
W: (703) 605-2981
BB:  

delee.yaukey@gsa.gov

"GSA's mission is to deliver the best value in real estate, acquisition, and technology services to government and the 
American people."
Learn more about GSA.
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Subject: Re: FOIA GSA-2015-000202 - Notification of 10- Day Extension (Correction)
Date: Tue, 26 Jul 2016 16:08:05 -0400
From: GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov>
To: Tom Lyden <
Bcc: delee.yaukey@gsa.gov
Message-ID: <CAJDHzSccJFsN1tM00eKkwmSGb0GJmC+PuLvfPm22AoU9iuuf-A@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 0bff0f3419f42f3e6287472b07d78130

Hello Tom, 
 

The responsive information on this FOIA request was released to you directly on March 30, 2015 via the 
FOIAonline system.  You can access the release directly at the following weblink:

https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/search/runSearchFromHeader#detailAnchor

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.

On Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 3:25 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Dear GSA FOIA,  

I have never received information detailed below regarding a FOIA of budgetary issues involving the 
Whipple Building in Bloomington, MN.  It’s more than a year and a half after information was supposed 
to be delivered.  Could you update me on the status of this request. 

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Dec 29, 2014, at 11:39 AM, GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov> wrote:
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This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act request dated 
October 21, 2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information regarding the renovation of 
the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting the following information for GSA: An 
itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA 
funding. This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant 
improvements costs and move costs.Any budget analysis or project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy 
cost savings along with projections of recouping costs.A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any 
emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV.

 

Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should 
expect a final reply on or before Friday, 23 January  2015.  

 

I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.
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Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Thu, 20 Nov 2014 17:44:49 -0600
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
To: Michael Virgilio - 5PME <michael.virgilio@gsa.gov>
Cc: Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov>,  Jennifer Enyart - 5P 

<jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>, Diana Vaughan - 5PM <diana.vaughan@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAP1jAVzgZJ8BvhHLWw2=yqOejjPjXHh2kh9WuP+pLtKbZ-qCfQ@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 2f0bc573d1339bcdedbfc700b501ea0d

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

On Thu, Nov 20, 2014 at 4:46 PM, Michael Virgilio - 5PME <michael.virgilio@gsa.gov> wrote:

Stephanie, I'm sorry I can't really help with that given the short time-frame.  Questions related to 
project costs will be best answered by Lucrezia P.

On Thu, Nov 20, 2014 at 2:37 PM, Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hello Jennifer and Michael,

I'm covering for Cat this week and received the below follow up questions from Tom Lyden at FOX 9 
regards the cost and energy savings at the Whipple Federal Building.  

Could you please advise on who can best address these questions.

Note, his deadline is tomorrow mid-day. 

Thank you.  Stephanie
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arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644
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On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
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one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:
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Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom Lyden <  
Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 
To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:
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Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
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modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:
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Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 

Tom Lyden 
FOX 9 News 
612-414-8644
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Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Fri, 21 Nov 2014 08:35:16 -0800
From: Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov>
To: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
Cc: Michael Virgilio - 5PME <michael.virgilio@gsa.gov>,  Jennifer Enyart - 5P 

<jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>, Diana Vaughan - 5PM <diana.vaughan@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAFbO3ufb07xzNUNy63KHQvMC8bbPOnYrt9FwtwP9UcBqZTLYqQ@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 85533360d045df03f397c07107fc6df1
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From: Tom Lyden <
Date: Thu, Nov 20, 2014 at 12:21 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Whipple Building 
To: stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov

Stephanie,

I saw that Cat is out of the office.  Below is an email I sent her regarding a story I’m working on 
regarding the Whipple Building in Minneapolis.  My deadline is Friday afternoon. Thanks.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom Lyden <  

Subject: Re: Whipple Building

Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 

To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644
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On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News
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(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.
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On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat
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Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Thu, 20 Nov 2014 17:46:30 -0600
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
To: Michael Virgilio - 5PME <michael.virgilio@gsa.gov>
Cc: Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov>,  Jennifer Enyart - 5P 

<jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>, Diana Vaughan - 5PM <diana.vaughan@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAP1jAVzJ7S4aSd4LvoaRE1kpvAJj0O_nYtYZMDSZP1WqjBOQ1g@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 5e45bad4fbc6428cf4c937edaafbb828

Hi,  

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533 
Cell: 

On Thu, Nov 20, 2014 at 5:44 PM, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 
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Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom Lyden <

Subject: Re: Whipple Building

Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 

To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.
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On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
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The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?
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Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 

Tom Lyden 
FOX 9 News 
612-414-8644

--

Cat Langel

Regional Public Affairs Officer

Office of Communications and Marketing
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Subject: Preview of GSA-2015-000202 prior to release to requester
Date: Wed, 25 Mar 2015 10:22:03 -0400
From: Travis Lewis - H1ABA <travis.lewis@gsa.gov>
To: Jackeline Stewart Stewart-Johnson - ZBB <jackeline.stewartjohnson@gsa.gov>
Bcc: duane.fulton@gsa.gov
Message-ID: <CAADcavqwVadjV0zgKLX2Rb9HkKQgMhT8iboAJoFzSYexk_+iZw@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 146ecf8192f132b2a00e6f81bfadc611
Attachments: 000202.zip 

Hi Jackie, 
 
I wanted to provide your group a chance to review this FOIA response prior to our 
release to the requester.  Please let me know any comments you may have by COB on 
Monday March 30th.  If we do not hear back from you by then my office will release to 
the requester as is on the morning of March 31.  The response letter and 
the responsive documents are attached.  Also, I believe Cat Langel was 
also notified on this one from a Region 5 perspective.
 
Thank you and I am available to discuss any details anytime this week if needed.

Travis Lewis

Director, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)

GSA Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requester Service Center
Office of Administrative Services (H)

U.S. General Services Administration

1800 F St. NW, Washington, DC 20405

Office Phone: 202-219-3078

Cell Phone: 

E-mail: travis.lewis@gsa.gov  
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Subject: FY 2015 FOIA Logs, titled "GSA's FOIA Logs 1.OCT.2014 - 31.MAR.2015."
Date: Thu, 21 May 2015 12:33:45 -0400
From: Kimberly Veach - H1AA <kimberly.veach@gsa.gov>
To: Duane Smith <duane.smith@gsa.gov>
Cc: "Kimberly Veach (H1C)" <kimberly.veach@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAAPd4Z_eT_Go__jjDPHPJ5pymTVWnuDaLDm8n5vwTC=9UY=wYw@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 6b34ba9a67274829bed1618a3e22efa1
Attachments: GSA's FOIA Logs 1.OCT.2014 - 31.MAR.2015 - 1.xls 

Good afternoon, Duane:  

Please review and approve for release and posting to our FOIA GSA.GOV website, this year’s 
6 months FY 2015 FOIA Logs, titled "GSA's FOIA Logs 1.OCT.2014 - 31.MAR.2015."

T       t . 

Respectfully,    
Kimberly G. Veach 
Management and Program Analyst, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)  
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requester Service Center  
Office of Administrative Services (H)  
U.S. General Services Administration  
1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7308  
Washington, DC 20405-0001  
Phone: (202) 219-1603  
Toll Free: 1-855-675-3642
Fax:      (202) 501-2727  

e-mail: kimberly.veach@gsa.gov   

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message 
contain confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The 
information is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  
Please do not forward this message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient 
or the employee or agent responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby 
notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the 
contents of this transmission is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in 
error, please notify us immediately by telephone or return email and delete and destroy the 
original email message, and attachments thereto and all copies thereof.  
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Subject: Re: FOIA GSA-2015-000202 - Notification of 10- Day Extension (Correction)
Date: Tue, 26 Jul 2016 16:05:13 -0500
From: Tom Lyden <
To: GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <3BD5D375-90DC-43B8-A62F-F66A5BC77FDB@gmail.com>
MD5: ebb823e784d804af58263b4985ead7c2

Hello GSA, 
 

The link you provided is not working.  Does it only work with some browsers?  I have tried it with Safari 
and Explorer. 

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Jul 26, 2016, at 3:08 PM, GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hello Tom,

The responsive information on this FOIA request was released to you directly on March 30, 2015 via the 
FOIAonline system.  You can access the release directly at the following weblink:

https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/search/runSearchFromHeader#detailAnchor

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.

On Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 3:25 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Dear GSA FOIA,  
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I have never received information detailed below regarding a FOIA of budgetary issues involving the 
Whipple Building in Bloomington, MN.  It’s more than a year and a half after information was supposed 
to be delivered.  Could you update me on the status of this request. 

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Dec 29, 2014, at 11:39 AM, GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov> wrote:

This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act request dated 
October 21, 2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information regarding the renovation of 
the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting the following information for GSA: An 
itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA 
funding. This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant 
improvements costs and move costs.Any budget analysis or project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy 
cost savings along with projections of recouping costs.A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any 
emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV.

 

Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should 
expect a final reply on or before Friday, 23 January  2015.  

 

I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.
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Subject: FOIA:  Whipple Building
Date: Wed, 3 Dec 2014 17:43:32 -0600
From: Tom Lyden <
To: GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov
Message-ID: <F31D3595-C561-4CEB-8C89-67B85A0CB5BC@gmail.com>
MD5: d4283645e17da255d2d2ccb42f63bb85

FOIA REQUEST:  FOX 9, KMSP-TV REQUEST FOR WHIPPLE BUILDING 
 

The following is a request under the Freedom of Information Act.  My news organization, KMSP-TV, in 
Minneapolis-St. Paul, is seeking specific information regarding the renovation of the Henry Bishop 
Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota.

We are requesting the following information for GSA: 

-  An itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building 
ARRA & non-ARRA funding.  This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and 
related costs, tenant improvements costs and move costs.

-  Any budget analysis or project reviews.

-  Any cost analysis summarizing energy cost savings along with projections of recouping costs.

-  A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.

-  Any emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or 
KMSP-TV.

My news organization would pay all reasonable expenses related to this request.  Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

(b) (6)
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Folder: GSA-2017-000172_gsa.foia@gsa.gov_0

Subject: Re: FOIA GSA-2015-000202 - Notification of 10- Day Extension (Correction)
Date: Tue, 26 Jul 2016 16:08:39 -0500
From: Tom Lyden <
To: GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <AC9C4D84-1E10-4E3B-98ED-C4716FF3E22A@gmail.com>
MD5: 19e85e46488b0d7dc05ec00c6df93fde

Hey GSA, 
 

I got it working.  THANKS SO MUCH!!!!

HAVE A GREAT WEEK!!!!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Jul 26, 2016, at 4:05 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Hello GSA,

The link you provided is not working.  Does it only work with some browsers?  I have tried it with Safari 
and Explorer. 

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Jul 26, 2016, at 3:08 PM, GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hello Tom,

The responsive information on this FOIA request was released to you directly on March 30, 2015 via the 
FOIAonline system.  You can access the release directly at the following weblink:

https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/search/runSearchFromHeader#detailAnchor

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

(b) (6)
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(b) (6)

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_gsa.foia@gsa.gov_0

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.

On Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 3:25 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Dear GSA FOIA,  

I have never received information detailed below regarding a FOIA of budgetary issues involving the 
Whipple Building in Bloomington, MN.  It’s more than a year and a half after information was supposed 
to be delivered.  Could you update me on the status of this request. 

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Dec 29, 2014, at 11:39 AM, GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov> wrote:

This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act request dated 
October 21, 2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information regarding the renovation of 
the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting the following information for GSA: An 
itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA 
funding. This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant 
improvements costs and move costs.Any budget analysis or project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy 
cost savings along with projections of recouping costs.A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any 
emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV.

 

Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should 
expect a final reply on or before Friday, 23 January  2015.  

 

I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center

(b) (6)
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Folder: GSA-2017-000172_gsa.foia@gsa.gov_0

U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_gsa.foia@gsa.gov_0

Subject: Re: FOIA GSA-2015-000202 - Notification of 10- Day Extension (Correction)
Date: Tue, 26 Jul 2016 14:25:46 -0500
From: Tom Lyden <
To: GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <65B88F9B-2BF0-4643-976C-10707345B987@gmail.com>
MD5: a5fa7d075893cb2aa690cb14726777e2

Dear GSA FOIA,   
 

I have never received information detailed below regarding a FOIA of budgetary issues involving the 
Whipple Building in Bloomington, MN.  It’s more than a year and a half after information was supposed 
to be delivered.  Could you update me on the status of this request. 

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Dec 29, 2014, at 11:39 AM, GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov> wrote:

This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act request dated 
October 21, 2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information regarding the renovation of 
the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting the following information for GSA: An 
itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA 
funding. This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant 
improvements costs and move costs.Any budget analysis or project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy 
cost savings along with projections of recouping costs.A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any 
emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV.

 

Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should 
expect a final reply on or before Friday, 23 January  2015.  

 

I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 

(b) (6)
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Folder: GSA-2017-000172_gsa.foia@gsa.gov_0

Subject: Fwd: FOIA GSA-2015-000202 - Notification of 10- Day Extension (Correction)
Date: Tue, 26 Jul 2016 16:11:11 -0400
From: DeLee Ann Yaukey - H1F <delee.yaukey@gsa.gov>
To: GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAMvss2GA4LYXgAQpGk1TXSnEX4SoUsP=XaCS291YKf2-25RiYg@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: e6e727807603b615e5a2b9fb06bfa3ad

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 4:08 PM 
Subject: Re: FOIA GSA-2015-000202 - Notification of 10- Day Extension (Correction) 
To: Tom Lyden <  

 

Hello Tom,

The responsive information on this FOIA request was released to you directly on March 30, 2015 via the 
FOIAonline system.  You can access the release directly at the following weblink:

https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/search/runSearchFromHeader#detailAnchor

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.

On Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 3:25 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Dear GSA FOIA,  

I have never received information detailed below regarding a FOIA of budgetary issues involving the 
Whipple Building in Bloomington, MN.  It’s more than a year and a half after information was supposed 
to be delivered.  Could you update me on the status of this request. 

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

(b) (6)
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Folder: GSA-2017-000172_gsa.foia@gsa.gov_0

612-414-8644

On Dec 29, 2014, at 11:39 AM, GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov> wrote:

This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act request dated 
October 21, 2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information regarding the renovation of 
the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting the following information for GSA: An 
itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA 
funding. This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant 
improvements costs and move costs.Any budget analysis or project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy 
cost savings along with projections of recouping costs.A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any 
emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV.

 

Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should 
expect a final reply on or before Friday, 23 January  2015.  

 

I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.

--

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_gsa.foia@gsa.gov_0

DeLee Ann Yaukey
Government Information Specialist

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 

Requester Service Center

FOIA & Records Management Division (H1F)

Office of Administrative Services (H)

U.S. General Services Administration

1800 F St. NW, 7th Floor, Wing 3

Washington, D.C.  20405
W: (703) 605-2981
BB:  

delee.yaukey@gsa.gov

"GSA's mission is to deliver the best value in real estate, acquisition, and technology services to government and the 
American people."
Learn more about GSA.
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Folder: GSA-2017-000172_gsa.foia@gsa.gov_0

Subject: Re: FOIA GSA-2015-000202 - Notification of 10- Day Extension (Correction)
Date: Tue, 26 Jul 2016 16:08:05 -0400
From: GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov>
To: Tom Lyden <
Bcc: DeLee Ann Yaukey - H1F <delee.yaukey@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAJDHzSccJFsN1tM00eKkwmSGb0GJmC+PuLvfPm22AoU9iuuf-A@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: e56ba07e2a138153259ab46eb84671ee

Hello Tom, 
 

The responsive information on this FOIA request was released to you directly on March 30, 2015 via the 
FOIAonline system.  You can access the release directly at the following weblink:

https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/search/runSearchFromHeader#detailAnchor

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.

On Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 3:25 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Dear GSA FOIA,  

I have never received information detailed below regarding a FOIA of budgetary issues involving the 
Whipple Building in Bloomington, MN.  It’s more than a year and a half after information was supposed 
to be delivered.  Could you update me on the status of this request. 

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Dec 29, 2014, at 11:39 AM, GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov> wrote:
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Folder: GSA-2017-000172_gsa.foia@gsa.gov_0

This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act request dated 
October 21, 2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information regarding the renovation of 
the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting the following information for GSA: An 
itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA 
funding. This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant 
improvements costs and move costs.Any budget analysis or project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy 
cost savings along with projections of recouping costs.A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any 
emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV.

 

Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should 
expect a final reply on or before Friday, 23 January  2015.  

 

I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov_0

Subject: FOIA GSA-2015-000202 - Notification of 10- Day Extension (Correction)
Date: Mon, 29 Dec 2014 12:39:54 -0500
From: GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov>
To: Tom Lyden <
Bcc: Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>, Tamera Ellerbe - H1ABA 

<tamera.ellerbe@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAJDHzSd228HQ3S7R=V6q40hBrd=E+vu8KRE4MHoSGG4ORZ8hDg@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 3f0bc12b5abd401761833e4fea6f8ee7

This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act 
request dated October 21, 2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information 
regarding the renovation of the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting 
the following information for GSA: An itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and 
construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA funding. This itemization would include money 
spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant improvements costs and move costs.Any budget 
analysis or project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy cost savings along with projections of 
recouping costs.A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any emails between and 
among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV. 

 

Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should 
expect a final reply on or before Friday, 23 January  2015.  

 

I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.
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Folder: GSA-2017-000172_hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov_0

Subject: Re: GSA FOIA Clarification
Date: Wed, 3 Aug 2016 09:07:47 -0500
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
To: Tom Lyden <
Cc: Hyacinth Perrault - H1F <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CALqhcZXd=nXrjgBBQUccxuE3+5S6eiaWx9MGYoUTB2rzHm486g@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: f8a722693c356d67b4746cd8540add4e

Tom - 
 

To follow up, I was able to get a hold of the files shared back in March and am going to have them sent 
over to you.

Are you still at the same address?

KMSP-TV

11358 Viking Dr.

Eden Prairie, MN 55344

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

On Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 2:32 PM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Tom -

I forwarded your email onto GSA's FOIA Office. According to the records I have access to, the 
information was sent in March of last year, but I'll wait to hear from them.

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

On Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 2:26 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Dear GSA FOIA,  
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Folder: GSA-2017-000172_hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov_0

I have never received information detailed below regarding a FOIA of budgetary issues involving the 
Whipple Building in Bloomington, MN.  It’s more than a year and a half after information was supposed 
to be delivered.  Could you update me on the status of this request. 

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Dec 29, 2014, at 11:39 AM, GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov> wrote:

This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act request dated 
October 21, 2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information regarding the renovation of 
the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting the following information for GSA: An 
itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA 
funding. This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant 
improvements costs and move costs.Any budget analysis or project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy 
cost savings along with projections of recouping costs.A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any 
emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV.

 

Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should 
expect a final reply on or before Friday, 23 January  2015.  

 

I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News
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Folder: GSA-2017-000172_hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov_0

612-414-8644

On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:44 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Hey Mike,

Thanks for reaching out for clarification.  I’m looking for any analysis or project reviews that might 
describe cost overruns, or difficulties in executing the project on time and on budget.  My 
understanding is there might be monthly periodic reviews of the project, and a final project analysis 
about whether the project achieved its job creation goals.  

I hope that helps.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:25 AM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Tom -

Hope you had a great holiday. I wanted to reach out to you regarding your recent FOIA request about 
recently-completed work at the Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota.

We're hoping you can clarify what you mean when you mention "any budget analysis or project 
reviews." I'm hoping you can get a little more specific about what exactly you might be looking for.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov   
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Folder: GSA-2017-000172_hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov_0

Subject: A couple FOIAs for your office preview prior to release to the requester
Date: Thu, 19 Mar 2015 08:33:02 -0400
From: Travis Lewis - H1ABA <travis.lewis@gsa.gov>
To: Jackeline Stewart Stewart-Johnson - ZBB <jackeline.stewartjohnson@gsa.gov>
Bcc: hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov
Message-ID: <CAADcavorzd7U5uF02JCZH86SV-xEwpWgoroYoCbq+sd3D9=fog@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 6ecd96443528fab9ab1e16fa99401175

Good morning Jackie, 

I have a couple Media-related FOIAs that are just about ready for release to the requesters.  Bianca did 
not have chance to run these two by you prior to her departure yesterday.

Would you like me to send over the information or would you want to meet briefly on these two to 
discuss prior to our release to the requesters.

The two FOIA requests responses are the following:

1. GSA-2015-000463: Jeff McMenemy, Staff Reporter, The Portsmouth Herald 

Request for all information related to the appraisal of the federal McIntyre Building in downtown 
Portsmouth, NH. This includes all documents and emails related to the appraisal, any drafts of the 
appraisal, and the final appraisal.

2. GSA-2015-000202 Tom Lyden FOX 9 News,  KMSP-TV  

Request for all specific information regarding the renovation of the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal 
Building in Minnesota. 

-  An itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building 
ARRA & non-ARRA funding.  This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and 
related costs, tenant improvements costs and move costs. 

-  Any budget analysis or project reviews. 

-  Any cost analysis summarizing energy cost savings along with projections of recouping costs. 

-  A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building. 

-  Any emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or 
KMSP-TV."

Please let me know how you would like to proceed now as Bianca has transitioned over to USDA.  I will 
be glad to work with you and your team in which ever way is most efficient for you. 

Thank you,

Travis Lewis

Director, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)

GSA Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requester Service Center
Office of Administrative Services (H)

U.S. General Services Administration

1800 F St. NW, Washington, DC 20405
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Subject: FOIA Assignment for GSA-2017-000172
Date: Wed, 16 Nov 2016 09:47:02 -0500 (EST)
From: "foia@regulations.gov" <foia@regulations.gov>
To: "hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov" <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <1061674750.259.1479307622973.JavaMail.jboss@prod-foia2.erulemaking.net>
MD5: b3fdad167527c4013b01a61921108505

You have been assigned to the FOIA request GSA-2017-000172. Additional details for this request are as 
follows: 

l Assigned By: Calvin Pittman

l Request Tracking Number: GSA-2017-000172

l Due Date: N/A

l Requester: Tom Lyden

l Request Track: Simple

l Short Description: Lease

l Long Description: The requester, Tom Lyden, is requesting the following information on TSA 's new 
operations HQ located at the BLN Office Park at 200 I Killebrew Drive in Bloomington, Minnesota: 1. 
The lease agreement including terms & conditions, and detailed cost agreements 2. Summary 
documents relating to cost and delays 3. Any documents specifically addressing office build out for 
the Regional Director 4. Any emails or documents making reference to media coverage by reporter 
Tom Lyden, KMSP TV, or FOX 9. Upon review I have determined that 25 pages fall under your 
purview. As such, we are referring these pages to you for review and direct response to the 
requester. We request you provide TSA with a final copy of your release determination for our 
records. The requester has been notified of this referral. Enclosed is a copy of the original request 
letter. If we can be of further assistance regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact the 
FOIA office 1-866-364-2872 or locally at 571-227- 2300. (SEE ATTACHMENT)

l Assigned Comments: FOIA request for review of documents regarding lease documents in Region 5.
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Subject: Re: GSA FOIA Clarification
Date: Thu, 28 Jul 2016 08:20:21 -0500
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
To: Hyacinth Perrault - H1F <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CALqhcZVm7zbOfSc=sYLyUi4PSK5UqtSH1oUZkvOmvHx51dG1fw@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: e0de224c9a4d81d23f4c3367cb7cbad9

I agree - strange indeed. 
 

I'll be out of the office until next week, but I'm happy to send everything at that point. I'm not sure if I 
have the files still, but I could pull them off FOIAOnline, right?

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

On Thu, Jul 28, 2016 at 6:23 AM, Hyacinth Perrault - H1F <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Mike, Good Morning,

Yes, this is quite strange.  I just checked FOIAOnline, and 32 individual files were released to 
him on March 30, 2015 from Tamera, so really not understanding why he did not receive the 
information.

By chance, do you still have the 31 Files you sent Tamera?  If you do, and if possible, may I 
send you the approved signed Letter from Travis and can you UPS Overnight the FOIA ?
Please let me know and thank you.

__________________________________Hyacinth Perrault

Lead Government Information Specialist

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requester Service Center

Management & Oversight Division (H1C) 

National Office  | GSA | Office of Administrative Services (H)

1800 F St. NW, Washington, DC 20405

Cell:  

On Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 3:29 PM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hey Hyacinth -

I received this email a few minutes ago. I checked the record and it looks like release occurred in March 
2015, so I'm not sure why he's claiming he didn't receive it?

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Tom Lyden <
Date: Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 2:26 PM 
Subject: Re: GSA FOIA Clarification 
To: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> 

Dear GSA FOIA,  

I have never received information detailed below regarding a FOIA of budgetary issues involving the 
Whipple Building in Bloomington, MN.  It’s more than a year and a half after information was supposed 
to be delivered.  Could you update me on the status of this request. 

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Dec 29, 2014, at 11:39 AM, GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov> wrote:

This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act request dated 
October 21, 2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information regarding the renovation of 
the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting the following information for GSA: An 
itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA 
funding. This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant 
improvements costs and move costs.Any budget analysis or project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy 
cost savings along with projections of recouping costs.A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any 
emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV.

 

Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should 
expect a final reply on or before Friday, 23 January  2015.  

 

I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:44 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Hey Mike,

Thanks for reaching out for clarification.  I’m looking for any analysis or project reviews that might 
describe cost overruns, or difficulties in executing the project on time and on budget.  My 
understanding is there might be monthly periodic reviews of the project, and a final project analysis 
about whether the project achieved its job creation goals.  

I hope that helps.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:25 AM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Tom -

Hope you had a great holiday. I wanted to reach out to you regarding your recent FOIA request about 
recently-completed work at the Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov_0

We're hoping you can clarify what you mean when you mention "any budget analysis or project 
reviews." I'm hoping you can get a little more specific about what exactly you might be looking for.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov   

(b) (6)
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Subject: Re: GSA FOIA Clarification
Date: Tue, 2 Aug 2016 13:19:43 -0500
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
To: Hyacinth Perrault - H1F <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CALqhcZXRVAOdNyfoFJw5bwC8Xdsu0z1sYBcBQxmGcezn0_KqWg@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 773f224d2cbbe711e4d9cdc728103307

Hey Hyacinth - 
 

Wanted to follow back up with you on this. I downloaded the documents, but it doesn't look like there's 
any sort of response letter. Could you take a look and pass along if you find something?

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

On Thu, Jul 28, 2016 at 9:13 AM, Hyacinth Perrault - H1F <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov> wrote:

Yes, that can be done, and thank you so much.

__________________________________Hyacinth Perrault

Lead Government Information Specialist

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requester Service Center

Management & Oversight Division (H1C) 

National Office  | GSA | Office of Administrative Services (H)

1800 F St. NW, Washington, DC 20405

Cell:  

On Thu, Jul 28, 2016 at 9:20 AM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

I agree - strange indeed.

I'll be out of the office until next week, but I'm happy to send everything at that point. I'm not sure if I 
have the files still, but I could pull them off FOIAOnline, right?

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

(b) (6)
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Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

On Thu, Jul 28, 2016 at 6:23 AM, Hyacinth Perrault - H1F <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Mike, Good Morning,

Yes, this is quite strange.  I just checked FOIAOnline, and 32 individual files were released to 
him on March 30, 2015 from Tamera, so really not understanding why he did not receive the 
information.

By chance, do you still have the 31 Files you sent Tamera?  If you do, and if possible, may I 
send you the approved signed Letter from Travis and can you UPS Overnight the FOIA ?
Please let me know and thank you.

__________________________________Hyacinth Perrault

Lead Government Information Specialist

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requester Service Center

Management & Oversight Division (H1C) 

National Office  | GSA | Office of Administrative Services (H)

1800 F St. NW, Washington, DC 20405

Cell:  

On Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 3:29 PM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hey Hyacinth -

I received this email a few minutes ago. I checked the record and it looks like release occurred in March 
2015, so I'm not sure why he's claiming he didn't receive it?

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Tom Lyden <
Date: Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 2:26 PM 
Subject: Re: GSA FOIA Clarification 
To: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> 

Dear GSA FOIA,  

(b) (6)
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I have never received information detailed below regarding a FOIA of budgetary issues involving the 
Whipple Building in Bloomington, MN.  It’s more than a year and a half after information was supposed 
to be delivered.  Could you update me on the status of this request. 

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Dec 29, 2014, at 11:39 AM, GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov> wrote:

This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act request dated 
October 21, 2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information regarding the renovation of 
the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting the following information for GSA: An 
itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA 
funding. This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant 
improvements costs and move costs.Any budget analysis or project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy 
cost savings along with projections of recouping costs.A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any 
emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV.

 

Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should 
expect a final reply on or before Friday, 23 January  2015.  

 

I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

(b) (6)
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On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:44 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Hey Mike,

Thanks for reaching out for clarification.  I’m looking for any analysis or project reviews that might 
describe cost overruns, or difficulties in executing the project on time and on budget.  My 
understanding is there might be monthly periodic reviews of the project, and a final project analysis 
about whether the project achieved its job creation goals.  

I hope that helps.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:25 AM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Tom -

Hope you had a great holiday. I wanted to reach out to you regarding your recent FOIA request about 
recently-completed work at the Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota.

We're hoping you can clarify what you mean when you mention "any budget analysis or project 
reviews." I'm hoping you can get a little more specific about what exactly you might be looking for.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov   

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Subject: Fwd: GSA FOIA Clarification
Date: Tue, 26 Jul 2016 14:29:54 -0500
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
To: Hyacinth Perrault - H1F <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CALqhcZXX=rypgon530BxjYB5iFzkWfOU2gtU-R5yvb_zy1FGeQ@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: c9154534719da7e4a346a81a75a839d4

Hey Hyacinth - 
 

I received this email a few minutes ago. I checked the record and it looks like release occurred in March 
2015, so I'm not sure why he's claiming he didn't receive it?

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Tom Lyden <
Date: Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 2:26 PM 
Subject: Re: GSA FOIA Clarification 
To: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> 

Dear GSA FOIA,  

I have never received information detailed below regarding a FOIA of budgetary issues involving the 
Whipple Building in Bloomington, MN.  It’s more than a year and a half after information was supposed 
to be delivered.  Could you update me on the status of this request. 

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Dec 29, 2014, at 11:39 AM, GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov> wrote:

This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act request dated 
October 21, 2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information regarding the renovation of 
the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting the following information for GSA: An 
itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA 
funding. This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant 
improvements costs and move costs.Any budget analysis or project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy 
cost savings along with projections of recouping costs.A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any 
emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV.

(b) (6)
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Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should 
expect a final reply on or before Friday, 23 January  2015.  

 

I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:44 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Hey Mike,

Thanks for reaching out for clarification.  I’m looking for any analysis or project reviews that might 
describe cost overruns, or difficulties in executing the project on time and on budget.  My 
understanding is there might be monthly periodic reviews of the project, and a final project analysis 
about whether the project achieved its job creation goals.  

I hope that helps.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

(b) (6)
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On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:25 AM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Tom -

Hope you had a great holiday. I wanted to reach out to you regarding your recent FOIA request about 
recently-completed work at the Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota.

We're hoping you can clarify what you mean when you mention "any budget analysis or project 
reviews." I'm hoping you can get a little more specific about what exactly you might be looking for.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov   

(b) (6)
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Subject: Re: GSA FOIA Clarification
Date: Thu, 28 Jul 2016 07:23:26 -0400
From: Hyacinth Perrault - H1F <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov>
To: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAA19y0t0BErX34YAN1E_6eQ7sMJtdDXnBkBqcDYR3t42FmDGnA@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 27342203c898ca71004c3d36eab54f36

Hi Mike, Good Morning, 

Yes, this is quite strange.  I just checked FOIAOnline, and 32 individual files were released to 
him on March 30, 2015 from Tamera, so really not understanding why he did not receive the 
information.

By chance, do you still have the 31 Files you sent Tamera?  If you do, and if possible, may I 
send you the approved signed Letter from Travis and can you UPS Overnight the FOIA ?
Please let me know and thank you.

__________________________________Hyacinth Perrault

Lead Government Information Specialist

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requester Service Center

Management & Oversight Division (H1C) 

National Office  | GSA | Office of Administrative Services (H)

1800 F St. NW, Washington, DC 20405

Cell:  

On Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 3:29 PM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hey Hyacinth -

I received this email a few minutes ago. I checked the record and it looks like release occurred in March 
2015, so I'm not sure why he's claiming he didn't receive it?

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Tom Lyden <
Date: Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 2:26 PM 
Subject: Re: GSA FOIA Clarification 
To: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> 

Dear GSA FOIA,  
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I have never received information detailed below regarding a FOIA of budgetary issues involving the 
Whipple Building in Bloomington, MN.  It’s more than a year and a half after information was supposed 
to be delivered.  Could you update me on the status of this request. 

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Dec 29, 2014, at 11:39 AM, GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov> wrote:

This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act request dated 
October 21, 2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information regarding the renovation of 
the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting the following information for GSA: An 
itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA 
funding. This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant 
improvements costs and move costs.Any budget analysis or project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy 
cost savings along with projections of recouping costs.A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any 
emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV.

 

Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should 
expect a final reply on or before Friday, 23 January  2015.  

 

I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov_0

On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:44 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Hey Mike,

Thanks for reaching out for clarification.  I’m looking for any analysis or project reviews that might 
describe cost overruns, or difficulties in executing the project on time and on budget.  My 
understanding is there might be monthly periodic reviews of the project, and a final project analysis 
about whether the project achieved its job creation goals.  

I hope that helps.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:25 AM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Tom -

Hope you had a great holiday. I wanted to reach out to you regarding your recent FOIA request about 
recently-completed work at the Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota.

We're hoping you can clarify what you mean when you mention "any budget analysis or project 
reviews." I'm hoping you can get a little more specific about what exactly you might be looking for.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov   
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Subject: Re: GSA FOIA Clarification
Date: Thu, 28 Jul 2016 10:13:11 -0400
From: Hyacinth Perrault - H1F <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov>
To: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAA19y0tOR7-VH6oQWH-neas2N1RLGVjUtod5ORszpTu-9iRj_w@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 7d32766140d72d085d577f84d2972984

Yes, that can be done, and thank you so much. 

__________________________________Hyacinth Perrault

Lead Government Information Specialist

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requester Service Center

Management & Oversight Division (H1C) 

National Office  | GSA | Office of Administrative Services (H)

1800 F St. NW, Washington, DC 20405

Cell:  

On Thu, Jul 28, 2016 at 9:20 AM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

I agree - strange indeed.

I'll be out of the office until next week, but I'm happy to send everything at that point. I'm not sure if I 
have the files still, but I could pull them off FOIAOnline, right?

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

On Thu, Jul 28, 2016 at 6:23 AM, Hyacinth Perrault - H1F <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Mike, Good Morning,

Yes, this is quite strange.  I just checked FOIAOnline, and 32 individual files were released to 
him on March 30, 2015 from Tamera, so really not understanding why he did not receive the 
information.

By chance, do you still have the 31 Files you sent Tamera?  If you do, and if possible, may I 
send you the approved signed Letter from Travis and can you UPS Overnight the FOIA ?
Please let me know and thank you.

__________________________________Hyacinth Perrault

Lead Government Information Specialist
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Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requester Service Center

Management & Oversight Division (H1C) 

National Office  | GSA | Office of Administrative Services (H)

1800 F St. NW, Washington, DC 20405

Cell:  

On Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 3:29 PM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hey Hyacinth -

I received this email a few minutes ago. I checked the record and it looks like release occurred in March 
2015, so I'm not sure why he's claiming he didn't receive it?

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Tom Lyden <
Date: Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 2:26 PM 
Subject: Re: GSA FOIA Clarification 
To: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> 

Dear GSA FOIA,  

I have never received information detailed below regarding a FOIA of budgetary issues involving the 
Whipple Building in Bloomington, MN.  It’s more than a year and a half after information was supposed 
to be delivered.  Could you update me on the status of this request. 

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Dec 29, 2014, at 11:39 AM, GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov> wrote:

This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act request dated 
October 21, 2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information regarding the renovation of 
the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting the following information for GSA: An 
itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA 
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funding. This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant 
improvements costs and move costs.Any budget analysis or project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy 
cost savings along with projections of recouping costs.A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any 
emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV.

 

Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should 
expect a final reply on or before Friday, 23 January  2015.  

 

I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:44 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Hey Mike,

Thanks for reaching out for clarification.  I’m looking for any analysis or project reviews that might 
describe cost overruns, or difficulties in executing the project on time and on budget.  My 
understanding is there might be monthly periodic reviews of the project, and a final project analysis 
about whether the project achieved its job creation goals.  

I hope that helps.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov_0

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:25 AM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Tom -

Hope you had a great holiday. I wanted to reach out to you regarding your recent FOIA request about 
recently-completed work at the Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota.

We're hoping you can clarify what you mean when you mention "any budget analysis or project 
reviews." I'm hoping you can get a little more specific about what exactly you might be looking for.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov   
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Subject: Re: GSA FOIA Clarification
Date: Tue, 2 Aug 2016 14:23:57 -0400
From: Hyacinth Perrault - H1F <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov>
To: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAA19y0v69tbugUyRs7rj=nsQ7BXx9Ks8GwdqTft1yk2RXCgfzg@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: b33ad0acf0429f959a00e7084e4f8647
Attachments: 000202_Lyden_Final RL_3.30.15.pdf 

Hi there, 

Here it is - it was abbreviated, and thank you so much

__________________________________Hyacinth Perrault

Lead Government Information Specialist

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requester Service Center

Management & Oversight Division (H1C) 

National Office  | GSA | Office of Administrative Services (H)

1800 F St. NW, Washington, DC 20405

Cell:  

On Tue, Aug 2, 2016 at 2:19 PM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hey Hyacinth -

Wanted to follow back up with you on this. I downloaded the documents, but it doesn't look like there's 
any sort of response letter. Could you take a look and pass along if you find something?

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

On Thu, Jul 28, 2016 at 9:13 AM, Hyacinth Perrault - H1F <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov> wrote:

Yes, that can be done, and thank you so much.

__________________________________Hyacinth Perrault

Lead Government Information Specialist

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requester Service Center

Management & Oversight Division (H1C) 

National Office  | GSA | Office of Administrative Services (H)

1800 F St. NW, Washington, DC 20405

Cell:  
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On Thu, Jul 28, 2016 at 9:20 AM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

I agree - strange indeed.

I'll be out of the office until next week, but I'm happy to send everything at that point. I'm not sure if I 
have the files still, but I could pull them off FOIAOnline, right?

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

On Thu, Jul 28, 2016 at 6:23 AM, Hyacinth Perrault - H1F <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Mike, Good Morning,

Yes, this is quite strange.  I just checked FOIAOnline, and 32 individual files were released to 
him on March 30, 2015 from Tamera, so really not understanding why he did not receive the 
information.

By chance, do you still have the 31 Files you sent Tamera?  If you do, and if possible, may I 
send you the approved signed Letter from Travis and can you UPS Overnight the FOIA ?
Please let me know and thank you.

__________________________________Hyacinth Perrault

Lead Government Information Specialist

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requester Service Center

Management & Oversight Division (H1C) 

National Office  | GSA | Office of Administrative Services (H)

1800 F St. NW, Washington, DC 20405

Cell:  

On Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 3:29 PM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hey Hyacinth -

I received this email a few minutes ago. I checked the record and it looks like release occurred in March 
2015, so I'm not sure why he's claiming he didn't receive it?
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Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Tom Lyden <
Date: Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 2:26 PM 
Subject: Re: GSA FOIA Clarification 
To: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> 

Dear GSA FOIA,  

I have never received information detailed below regarding a FOIA of budgetary issues involving the 
Whipple Building in Bloomington, MN.  It’s more than a year and a half after information was supposed 
to be delivered.  Could you update me on the status of this request. 

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Dec 29, 2014, at 11:39 AM, GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov> wrote:

This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act request dated 
October 21, 2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information regarding the renovation of 
the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting the following information for GSA: An 
itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA 
funding. This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant 
improvements costs and move costs.Any budget analysis or project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy 
cost savings along with projections of recouping costs.A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any 
emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV.

 

Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should 
expect a final reply on or before Friday, 23 January  2015.  

 

I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,
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Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:44 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Hey Mike,

Thanks for reaching out for clarification.  I’m looking for any analysis or project reviews that might 
describe cost overruns, or difficulties in executing the project on time and on budget.  My 
understanding is there might be monthly periodic reviews of the project, and a final project analysis 
about whether the project achieved its job creation goals.  

I hope that helps.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:25 AM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Tom -

Hope you had a great holiday. I wanted to reach out to you regarding your recent FOIA request about 
recently-completed work at the Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota.
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We're hoping you can clarify what you mean when you mention "any budget analysis or project 
reviews." I'm hoping you can get a little more specific about what exactly you might be looking for.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov   
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Subject: FOIA GSA-2015-000202 Document Resend
Date: Wed, 3 Aug 2016 10:37:01 -0500
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
To: Tom Lyden <
Cc: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>
Bcc: hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov
Message-ID: <CALqhcZX8eJsZr1G-h=4DM=XstbDngahoYesRjtSXzzirMHn0ZQ@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: c5ac8481e61679ae85c2e768bf1a307c
Attachments: 000202_Lyden_Final RL_3.30.15.pdf ; Lyden_000202.zip 

Mr. Lyden - 
 
This email is  in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), GSA Number (2015-000202), dated 
December 4, 2014, in which you stated you never received.  According to our records, the Final Disposition 
was sent to you on March 30, 2015, via FOIAOnline.

Provided as attached is the Final Response Letter and Responsive Documents.

Should you have any specific questions regarding you FOIA request, please let me know.

Thank you,

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  
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Subject: Fwd: FOIA GSA-2015-000202 Document Resend
Date: Wed, 3 Aug 2016 11:50:41 -0400
From: Hyacinth Perrault - H1F <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov>
To: Travis Lewis - H1F <travis.lewis@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAA19y0txkY9Rg7jCz672DZRBjPP7iuUM8Huk3ApsHtD3+G_-vw@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 7b67fa99db9ed1b04a8177ddf16ff0a7
Attachments: 000202_Lyden_Final RL_3.30.15.pdf ; Lyden_000202.zip 

FYI:  Final Response re-sent to Mr. Lyden from Mike Mitchell.
See below - we worked this one together - it's been interesting.
:-)
__________________________________Hyacinth Perrault

Lead Government Information Specialist

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requester Service Center

Management & Oversight Division (H1C) 

National Office  | GSA | Office of Administrative Services (H)

1800 F St. NW, Washington, DC 20405

Cell:  

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Wed, Aug 3, 2016 at 11:37 AM 
Subject: FOIA GSA-2015-000202 Document Resend 
To: Tom Lyden <  
Cc: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Mr. Lyden -

This email is  in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), GSA Number (2015-000202), dated 
December 4, 2014, in which you stated you never received.  According to our records, the Final Disposition 
was sent to you on March 30, 2015, via FOIAOnline.

Provided as attached is the Final Response Letter and Responsive Documents.

Should you have any specific questions regarding you FOIA request, please let me know.

Thank you,

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  
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Subject: A couple FOIAs for your office preview prior to release to the requester
Date: Thu, 19 Mar 2015 08:33:02 -0400
From: Travis Lewis - H1ABA <travis.lewis@gsa.gov>
To: Jackeline Stewart Stewart-Johnson - ZBB <jackeline.stewartjohnson@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAADcavorzd7U5uF02JCZH86SV-xEwpWgoroYoCbq+sd3D9=fog@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: adc0db1bac82abfbeefb559678cff61b

Good morning Jackie, 

I have a couple Media-related FOIAs that are just about ready for release to the requesters.  Bianca did 
not have chance to run these two by you prior to her departure yesterday.

Would you like me to send over the information or would you want to meet briefly on these two to 
discuss prior to our release to the requesters.

The two FOIA requests responses are the following:

1. GSA-2015-000463: Jeff McMenemy, Staff Reporter, The Portsmouth Herald 

Request for all information related to the appraisal of the federal McIntyre Building in downtown 
Portsmouth, NH. This includes all documents and emails related to the appraisal, any drafts of the 
appraisal, and the final appraisal.

2. GSA-2015-000202 Tom Lyden FOX 9 News,  KMSP-TV  

Request for all specific information regarding the renovation of the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal 
Building in Minnesota. 

-  An itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building 
ARRA & non-ARRA funding.  This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and 
related costs, tenant improvements costs and move costs. 

-  Any budget analysis or project reviews. 

-  Any cost analysis summarizing energy cost savings along with projections of recouping costs. 

-  A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building. 

-  Any emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or 
KMSP-TV."

Please let me know how you would like to proceed now as Bianca has transitioned over to USDA.  I will 
be glad to work with you and your team in which ever way is most efficient for you. 

Thank you,

Travis Lewis

Director, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)

GSA Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requester Service Center
Office of Administrative Services (H)

U.S. General Services Administration

1800 F St. NW, Washington, DC 20405
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Subject: Preview of GSA-2015-000202 prior to release to requester
Date: Wed, 25 Mar 2015 10:22:03 -0400
From: Travis Lewis - H1ABA <travis.lewis@gsa.gov>
To: Jackeline Stewart Stewart-Johnson - ZBB <jackeline.stewartjohnson@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAADcavqwVadjV0zgKLX2Rb9HkKQgMhT8iboAJoFzSYexk_+iZw@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 5e4b32fed27d0157b4757472408023c6
Attachments: 000202.zip 

Hi Jackie, 
 
I wanted to provide your group a chance to review this FOIA response prior to our 
release to the requester.  Please let me know any comments you may have by COB on 
Monday March 30th.  If we do not hear back from you by then my office will release to 
the requester as is on the morning of March 31.  The response letter and 
the responsive documents are attached.  Also, I believe Cat Langel was 
also notified on this one from a Region 5 perspective.
 
Thank you and I am available to discuss any details anytime this week if needed.

Travis Lewis

Director, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)

GSA Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requester Service Center
Office of Administrative Services (H)

U.S. General Services Administration

1800 F St. NW, Washington, DC 20405

Office Phone: 202-219-3078

Cell Phone: 

E-mail: travis.lewis@gsa.gov  
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Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom Lyden <  
Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 
To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov_0

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
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modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:
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Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 

Tom Lyden 
FOX 9 News 
612-414-8644
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Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Thu, 20 Nov 2014 17:44:49 -0600
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
To: Michael Virgilio - 5PME <michael.virgilio@gsa.gov>
Cc: Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov>,  Jennifer Enyart - 5P 

<jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>, Diana Vaughan - 5PM <diana.vaughan@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAP1jAVzgZJ8BvhHLWw2=yqOejjPjXHh2kh9WuP+pLtKbZ-qCfQ@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 652ac3ae160451ea9908586d68557737

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

On Thu, Nov 20, 2014 at 4:46 PM, Michael Virgilio - 5PME <michael.virgilio@gsa.gov> wrote:

Stephanie, I'm sorry I can't really help with that given the short time-frame.  Questions related to 
project costs will be best answered by Lucrezia P.

On Thu, Nov 20, 2014 at 2:37 PM, Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hello Jennifer and Michael,

I'm covering for Cat this week and received the below follow up questions from Tom Lyden at FOX 9 
regards the cost and energy savings at the Whipple Federal Building.  

Could you please advise on who can best address these questions.

Note, his deadline is tomorrow mid-day. 

Thank you.  Stephanie
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arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644
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On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
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one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:
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Subject: Fwd: Whipple Building
Date: Fri, 23 Jan 2015 10:22:59 -0600
From: Jennifer Enyart - 5P <jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>
To: Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CADsJJ+yLv2oXZJayDiZXvbZO=jEbpHhFVJpW78xqrwrS3R9wqg@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 9908ea84b427ed9f8b8aef6f74d5143c

RE: Whipple/Reporter 
 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov>
Date: Fri, Nov 21, 2014 at 10:35 AM 
Subject: Re: Whipple Building 
To: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 
Cc: Michael Virgilio - 5PME <michael.virgilio@gsa.gov>, Jennifer Enyart - 5P <jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>, 
Diana Vaughan - 5PM <diana.vaughan@gsa.gov> 
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Stephanie Kenitzer
Regional Public Affairs Officer

Office of Communications and Marketing

U.S. General Services Administration

(b) (5)
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arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov_0

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
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one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:
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Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Thu, 20 Nov 2014 17:46:30 -0600
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
To: Michael Virgilio - 5PME <michael.virgilio@gsa.gov>
Cc: Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov>,  Jennifer Enyart - 5P 

<jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>, Diana Vaughan - 5PM <diana.vaughan@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAP1jAVzJ7S4aSd4LvoaRE1kpvAJj0O_nYtYZMDSZP1WqjBOQ1g@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 071bb9268ae61577320eb8eff07bec46

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533 
Cell: 

On Thu, Nov 20, 2014 at 5:44 PM, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 
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Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom Lyden <

Subject: Re: Whipple Building

Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 

To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.
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On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
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The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?
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Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 

Tom Lyden 
FOX 9 News 
612-414-8644

--

Cat Langel

Regional Public Affairs Officer

Office of Communications and Marketing
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Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Fri, 21 Nov 2014 08:35:16 -0800
From: Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov>
To: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
Cc: Michael Virgilio - 5PME <michael.virgilio@gsa.gov>,  Jennifer Enyart - 5P 

<jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>, Diana Vaughan - 5PM <diana.vaughan@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAFbO3ufb07xzNUNy63KHQvMC8bbPOnYrt9FwtwP9UcBqZTLYqQ@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 616a9f4d7bf45421d45bdea653aac735
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From: Tom Lyden <
Date: Thu, Nov 20, 2014 at 12:21 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Whipple Building 
To: stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov

Stephanie,

I saw that Cat is out of the office.  Below is an email I sent her regarding a story I’m working on 
regarding the Whipple Building in Minneapolis.  My deadline is Friday afternoon. Thanks.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom Lyden <  

Subject: Re: Whipple Building

Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 

To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644
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On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News
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(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.
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On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat
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From: Tom Lyden <  
Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 
To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,
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I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 
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The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat
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On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 

Tom Lyden 
FOX 9 News 
612-414-8644

--

Cat Langel

Regional Public Affairs Officer

Office of Communications and Marketing

U.S. General Services Administration
Great Lakes Region

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov_0

Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Wed, 17 Dec 2014 08:09:36 -0600
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
To: Allison Azevedo <allison.azevedo@gsa.gov>, Jennifer Enyart <jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>,  

Robert Nawrocki <robert.nawrocki@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAP1jAVzneMRcQB0H8YRyF+rTMOLGTt_3B3wSQNqp5M5nBPPVNw@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: e5592417425187fe371b665cb92a1334
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

With attachment.  
 

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533 
Cell: 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist
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Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Wed, 17 Dec 2014 17:55:34 -0600
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
To: Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Cc: Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell <john.caswell@gsa.gov>,  Michael 

Messerle <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, William Sonenberg 
<william.sonenberg@gsa.gov>,  Jennifer Enyart <jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>, Cat Langel - 
ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>

Message-ID: <CAP1jAVzhaGFmok0BhTLsae=NUJvJkfHAoWZfau+-3g0MY4ABCw@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 3ed90fdf0905b65e1766cb2f858fb732
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf ; 

PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_#1_(03.31.2009).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#2_(01.19.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#3__(03.05.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#4_(06.24.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#6_(12.16.2010).pdf 
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Lucrezia Patruno

Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533 
Cell: 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell
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"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644
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On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 
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A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)







Folder: GSA-2017-000172_john.caswell@gsa.gov_0

(b) (5)







Folder: GSA-2017-000172_john.caswell@gsa.gov_0

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom Lyden <

Subject: Re: Whipple Building

Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 

To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 
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Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.
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Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644
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On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 

Tom Lyden 
FOX 9 News 
612-414-8644
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Stephanie,

I saw that Cat is out of the office.  Below is an email I sent her regarding a story I’m working on 
regarding the Whipple Building in Minneapolis.  My deadline is Friday afternoon. Thanks.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom Lyden <  

Subject: Re: Whipple Building

Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 

To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:
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Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 
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Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?
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Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 
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"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644
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On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 
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A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644
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A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_john.caswell@gsa.gov_0

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
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the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?
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Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Wed, 17 Dec 2014 17:55:34 -0600
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
To: Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Cc: Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell <john.caswell@gsa.gov>,  Michael 

Messerle <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, William Sonenberg 
<william.sonenberg@gsa.gov>,  Jennifer Enyart <jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>, Cat Langel - 
ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>

Message-ID: <CAP1jAVzhaGFmok0BhTLsae=NUJvJkfHAoWZfau+-3g0MY4ABCw@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 2daa6885f2ed6f9e1c5c7f688c97fdb7
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf ; 

PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_#1_(03.31.2009).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#2_(01.19.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#3__(03.05.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#4_(06.24.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#6_(12.16.2010).pdf 
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Lucrezia Patruno

Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533 
Cell: 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell
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Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Tue, 16 Dec 2014 13:36:16 -0600
From: John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>
To: Tom Hawkins - LD5 <thomas.hawkins@gsa.gov>, Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov>
Cc: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Oana Sandru - 5P2PQD 

<oana.oprean@gsa.gov>,  Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno 
- 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>,  Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>

Message-ID: <CAFK4n_V6dg=drJgi6NZ+hwZN+WQQpBCS6VkiL2Lcf8wn-0D_mA@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 2a62dc535796e0b63917f5bdc95538c5
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

Tom, 
 

Please see the attached FOIA we received for the Whipple ARRA project.  The team will begin to 
assemble the documents for Legal review prior to issuance to the requester. 

Sincerely,

John Caswell

Deputy Director

Design and Construction Division (CCP)

U.S. General Services Administration

Great Lakes Region, Public Buildings Service

230 S. Dearborn Street, Suite 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

work 312 353 0888 
cell 

john.caswell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 11:14 AM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Robert Green - 5PCC <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>, Oana 
Oprean <oana.oprean@gsa.gov> 

FYI

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.
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Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  

--

Michael Messerle

Branch Manager

U.S. General Services Administration

Design and Construction Division

230 South Dearborn Street

Suite 3600

Chicago, Illinois 60604

312-353-2093   
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Folder: GSA-2017-000172_john.caswell@gsa.gov_0

Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Tue, 16 Dec 2014 14:38:16 -0600
From: Lisa Dall - LD5 <lisa.dall@gsa.gov>
To: John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CANsQ2FYzjueQtnXwEPQZp2MyEQJvewrK3iNZksJ_X+b6zyRbOw@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: f4d4d21cf34ec8e387152d654f27791a
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

Hey John - I've assigned to work on Whipple ARRA FOIA request.  Please send me the docs when you 
finish putting the response together. As always, please call with any questions. 
 

Thanks,

Lisa

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Tom Hawkins - LD5 <thomas.hawkins@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 2:19 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Anna Morfoot - LD5 <anna.morfoot@gsa.gov>, Lisa Dall - LD5 <lisa.dall@gsa.gov> 

Anna:

Pls assign  to Lisa.   Thank  you!

Thomas Hawkins
Regional  Counsel

GSA  Region  5

312 353 5423

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 1:36 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Tom Hawkins - LD5 <thomas.hawkins@gsa.gov>, Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov> 
Cc: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Oana Sandru - 5P2PQD 
<oana.oprean@gsa.gov>, Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P 
<lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>, Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> 

Tom,

Please see the attached FOIA we received for the Whipple ARRA project.  The team will begin to 
assemble the documents for Legal review prior to issuance to the requester. 

Sincerely,

John Caswell

Deputy Director

Design and Construction Division (CCP)
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U.S. General Services Administration

Great Lakes Region, Public Buildings Service

230 S. Dearborn Street, Suite 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

work 312 353 0888
cell 

john.caswell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 11:14 AM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Robert Green - 5PCC <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>, Oana 
Oprean <oana.oprean@gsa.gov> 

FYI

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_john.caswell@gsa.gov_0

Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Tue, 16 Dec 2014 11:14:18 -0600
From: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>
To: Robert Green - 5PCC <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell - 5PCC 

<john.caswell@gsa.gov>,  Oana Oprean <oana.oprean@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CA+nY3yQqApVFZr+WPvECJWWCbxBhcRA7bHhF6=MYLJABwp69BQ@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 046b55841f77a59ac54e501afe042fff
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

FYI 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  

--

Michael Messerle

Branch Manager

U.S. General Services Administration

Design and Construction Division

230 South Dearborn Street

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_lisa.dall@gsa.gov_0

Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Mon, 5 Jan 2015 10:48:39 -0600
From: John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>
To: Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>, Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov>,  

Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>,  Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>

Message-ID: <CAFK4n_Xk6ZHPO+v0_wFamG9+E=cP9b26D0R5jt7n+c=iYFcrsA@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 73eeca20897d33eb712df89cf892be4f
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

Mike Mitchell, 
 

Rob mentioned that you were going back to the requester for clarification on a few items.  I wanted to 
verify that this is correct and suggest you get clarification on the bullet, "Any budget analysis or project 
reviews".  

thanks

Sincerely,

John Caswell

Deputy Director

Design and Construction Division (CCP)

U.S. General Services Administration

Great Lakes Region, Public Buildings Service

230 S. Dearborn Street, Suite 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

work 312 353 0888 
cell 

john.caswell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 11:14 AM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Robert Green - 5PCC <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>, Oana 
Oprean <oana.oprean@gsa.gov> 

FYI

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

(b) (6)
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As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  

--

Michael Messerle

Branch Manager

U.S. General Services Administration

Design and Construction Division

230 South Dearborn Street

Suite 3600

Chicago, Illinois 60604

312-353-2093  

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_lisa.dall@gsa.gov_0

Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Tue, 16 Dec 2014 14:20:40 -0600
From: Anna Morfoot - LD5 <anna.morfoot@gsa.gov>
To: Lisa Dall - LD5 <lisa.dall@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAHd27jJMTJkVKUSShmfY79zgdupMwuf3Nx35r0Y53FESAuinfQ@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: dd3c820ad63b6a46ee2e436f1c6e220f
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

Lisa: 

Per Tom's request, please see the attached FOIA.  Also, please let me know if you would like 
me to add it to the log.

Anna Morfoot
Paralegal Specialist 
GSA, Great Lakes Region 
Office of Regional Counsel 
230 South Dearborn, Suite 3786 
Chicago, IL 60604 
O: (312) 353-5393   M: (312) 919-3804

This  email  message  and  any  attachments  may  contain  confidential  information  which  is legally  privileged  and  intended  only  for  the  
individual  to  whom  it is addressed.   Do  not  forward  this  message  without  permission.   If  you  are  not  the  intended  recipient  you  are  
hereby  notified  that  any  disclosure,  copying,  or distribution  of  these  contents  is strictly  prohibited  and  if you  have  received  this  in 

error  please  notify  us  immediately  and  delete/destroy  the  original  email  message  along  with  any  attachments  or copies  thereof.

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Tom Hawkins - LD5 <thomas.hawkins@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 2:19 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Anna Morfoot - LD5 <anna.morfoot@gsa.gov>, Lisa Dall - LD5 <lisa.dall@gsa.gov> 

Anna:

Pls assign  to Lisa.   Thank  you!

Thomas Hawkins
Regional  Counsel

GSA  Region  5

312 353 5423

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 1:36 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Tom Hawkins - LD5 <thomas.hawkins@gsa.gov>, Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov> 
Cc: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Oana Sandru - 5P2PQD 
<oana.oprean@gsa.gov>, Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P 
<lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>, Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> 

Tom,

Please see the attached FOIA we received for the Whipple ARRA project.  The team will begin to 



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_lisa.dall@gsa.gov_0

assemble the documents for Legal review prior to issuance to the requester. 

Sincerely,

John Caswell

Deputy Director

Design and Construction Division (CCP)

U.S. General Services Administration

Great Lakes Region, Public Buildings Service

230 S. Dearborn Street, Suite 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

work 312 353 0888
cell 

john.caswell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 11:14 AM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Robert Green - 5PCC <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>, Oana 
Oprean <oana.oprean@gsa.gov> 

FYI

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_lisa.dall@gsa.gov_0

Subject: Re: FOIA
Date: Mon, 5 Jan 2015 16:14:29 -0600
From: Lisa Dall - LD5 <lisa.dall@gsa.gov>
To: Seth Greenfeld - LG <seth.greenfeld@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CANsQ2FbGUTOWsgci0kR5U44U68oadimK5OeeL4NspPv8_hmHeg@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: a2050f19d3345ca090131c9ec2977272
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

oops! 
 

On Mon, Jan 5, 2015 at 3:48 PM, Seth Greenfeld - LG <seth.greenfeld@gsa.gov> wrote:

I did not see an attachment on the e-mail I received.

Seth 

On Mon, Jan 5, 2015 at 2:49 PM, Lisa Dall - LD5 <lisa.dall@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hey Seth -  I left you a voice mail but thought I would send you a copy of the FOIA request as well.  As I 
mentioned in my message, I was wondering if GSA has received these type of requests in the past and if 
so, were certain request or documents routinely denied?

Let me know.

Thanks,

Lisa

--

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This email message and any attachments to this email may contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. Please do not forward this 
message without permission. If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the content of this transmission is strictly 
prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by telephone 
or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, any attachments thereto and all 
copies thereof. 

--

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This email message and any attachments to this email may contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. Please do not forward this 
message without permission. If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_lisa.dall@gsa.gov_0

Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Tue, 16 Dec 2014 14:19:30 -0600
From: Tom Hawkins - LD5 <thomas.hawkins@gsa.gov>
To: Anna Morfoot - LD5 <anna.morfoot@gsa.gov>, Lisa Dall - LD5 <lisa.dall@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAC2m7SH1+NWExqeXdJDuOuWCXUvXziU71W1GcYz0S4064R5wsg@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 70598789a455209e50d769c970c7c2ab
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

Anna: 

Pls assign  to Lisa.   Thank  you!

Thomas Hawkins
Regional  Counsel

GSA  Region  5

312 353 5423

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 1:36 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Tom Hawkins - LD5 <thomas.hawkins@gsa.gov>, Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov> 
Cc: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Oana Sandru - 5P2PQD 
<oana.oprean@gsa.gov>, Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P 
<lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>, Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> 

Tom,

Please see the attached FOIA we received for the Whipple ARRA project.  The team will begin to 
assemble the documents for Legal review prior to issuance to the requester. 

Sincerely,

John Caswell

Deputy Director

Design and Construction Division (CCP)

U.S. General Services Administration

Great Lakes Region, Public Buildings Service

230 S. Dearborn Street, Suite 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

work 312 353 0888
cell 

john.caswell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 11:14 AM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Robert Green - 5PCC <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>, Oana 
Oprean <oana.oprean@gsa.gov> 

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_lisa.dall@gsa.gov_0

FYI

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  

--

Michael Messerle

Branch Manager

U.S. General Services Administration

Design and Construction Division

230 South Dearborn Street

Suite 3600

Chicago, Illinois 60604

312-353-2093    

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov_0

Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Tue, 16 Dec 2014 14:38:16 -0600
From: Lisa Dall - LD5 <lisa.dall@gsa.gov>
To: John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CANsQ2FYzjueQtnXwEPQZp2MyEQJvewrK3iNZksJ_X+b6zyRbOw@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: b9525e5d043e72d0f582e5598d92c930
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

Hey John - I've assigned to work on Whipple ARRA FOIA request.  Please send me the docs when you 
finish putting the response together. As always, please call with any questions. 
 

Thanks,

Lisa

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Tom Hawkins - LD5 <thomas.hawkins@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 2:19 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Anna Morfoot - LD5 <anna.morfoot@gsa.gov>, Lisa Dall - LD5 <lisa.dall@gsa.gov> 

Anna:

Pls assign  to Lisa.   Thank  you!

Thomas Hawkins
Regional  Counsel

GSA  Region  5

312 353 5423

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 1:36 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Tom Hawkins - LD5 <thomas.hawkins@gsa.gov>, Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov> 
Cc: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Oana Sandru - 5P2PQD 
<oana.oprean@gsa.gov>, Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P 
<lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>, Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> 

Tom,

Please see the attached FOIA we received for the Whipple ARRA project.  The team will begin to 
assemble the documents for Legal review prior to issuance to the requester. 

Sincerely,

John Caswell

Deputy Director

Design and Construction Division (CCP)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov_0

U.S. General Services Administration

Great Lakes Region, Public Buildings Service

230 S. Dearborn Street, Suite 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

work 312 353 0888
cell 

john.caswell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 11:14 AM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Robert Green - 5PCC <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>, Oana 
Oprean <oana.oprean@gsa.gov> 

FYI

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov_0

Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Thu, 20 Nov 2014 17:46:30 -0600
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
To: Michael Virgilio - 5PME <michael.virgilio@gsa.gov>
Cc: Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov>,  Jennifer Enyart - 5P 

<jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>, Diana Vaughan - 5PM <diana.vaughan@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAP1jAVzJ7S4aSd4LvoaRE1kpvAJj0O_nYtYZMDSZP1WqjBOQ1g@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: d8491b39c8b4ffd05cbb5c104a198f61

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533 
Cell: 

On Thu, Nov 20, 2014 at 5:44 PM, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

(b) (5)

(b) (5)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom Lyden <

Subject: Re: Whipple Building

Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 

To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.
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On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
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The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?
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Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 

Tom Lyden 
FOX 9 News 
612-414-8644

--

Cat Langel

Regional Public Affairs Officer

Office of Communications and Marketing
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Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom Lyden <

Subject: Re: Whipple Building

Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 

To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 
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Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.
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Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644
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On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 

Tom Lyden 
FOX 9 News 
612-414-8644
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Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Fri, 21 Nov 2014 08:35:16 -0800
From: Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov>
To: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
Cc: Michael Virgilio - 5PME <michael.virgilio@gsa.gov>,  Jennifer Enyart - 5P 

<jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>, Diana Vaughan - 5PM <diana.vaughan@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAFbO3ufb07xzNUNy63KHQvMC8bbPOnYrt9FwtwP9UcBqZTLYqQ@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 7c8981b75adcbe1bf66fcd717382d2fc
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From: Tom Lyden <
Date: Thu, Nov 20, 2014 at 12:21 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Whipple Building 
To: stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov

Stephanie,

I saw that Cat is out of the office.  Below is an email I sent her regarding a story I’m working on 
regarding the Whipple Building in Minneapolis.  My deadline is Friday afternoon. Thanks.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom Lyden <  

Subject: Re: Whipple Building

Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 

To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644
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On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov_0

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.
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On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat
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Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom Lyden <  
Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 
To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:
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Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
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modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:
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Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 

Tom Lyden 
FOX 9 News 
612-414-8644

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov_0

Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Thu, 20 Nov 2014 17:44:49 -0600
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
To: Michael Virgilio - 5PME <michael.virgilio@gsa.gov>
Cc: Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov>,  Jennifer Enyart - 5P 

<jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>, Diana Vaughan - 5PM <diana.vaughan@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAP1jAVzgZJ8BvhHLWw2=yqOejjPjXHh2kh9WuP+pLtKbZ-qCfQ@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 92f831563f7683ffc448ba4524ec6ea6

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

On Thu, Nov 20, 2014 at 4:46 PM, Michael Virgilio - 5PME <michael.virgilio@gsa.gov> wrote:

Stephanie, I'm sorry I can't really help with that given the short time-frame.  Questions related to 
project costs will be best answered by Lucrezia P.

On Thu, Nov 20, 2014 at 2:37 PM, Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hello Jennifer and Michael,

I'm covering for Cat this week and received the below follow up questions from Tom Lyden at FOX 9 
regards the cost and energy savings at the Whipple Federal Building.  

Could you please advise on who can best address these questions.

Note, his deadline is tomorrow mid-day. 

Thank you.  Stephanie
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arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644
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On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
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one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:
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Subject: Re: Background info and Spend Plans
Date: Thu, 15 Jan 2015 10:50:01 -0600
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
To: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CALqhcZXZ-kfczZaGYsXn34p8TPo_4TJwWGLUiMEUc+0rBywP8Q@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 9d3875db460db46e64ae8e16e36126a9
Attachments: Lyden_Response.docx 

Lucrezia - 
 

I put together a bare bones response. I'm not sure where you wanted to highlight the budget 
information we discussed, but it should probably go after bullet 1. I'll eventually include what we're 
providing and what is being withheld in each section, but I don't know if everyone is done producing 
documents, etc. yet?

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

On Mon, Jan 12, 2015 at 1:01 PM, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks. 

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

On Mon, Jan 12, 2015 at 1:00 PM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

I was able to extend until Jan. 23.

On Jan 12, 2015 12:54 PM, "Lucrezia Patruno - 5P" <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi
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We are requesting an extension.  

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

On Mon, Jan 12, 2015 at 12:36 PM, John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Sincerely,

John Caswell

Deputy Director

Design and Construction Division (CCP)

U.S. General Services Administration

Great Lakes Region, Public Buildings Service

230 S. Dearborn Street, Suite 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

work 312 353 0888
cell 

john.caswell@gsa.gov

On Thu, Jan 8, 2015 at 4:50 PM, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

FYI

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604
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Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Lisa Dall - LD5 <lisa.dall@gsa.gov>
Date: Thu, Jan 8, 2015 at 4:48 PM 
Subject: Re: Background info and Spend Plans 
To: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

That's fine.  I talked to Seth about this earlier today.

Thanks

On Thu, Jan 8, 2015 at 3:41 PM, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Matt.  I will defer to our Regional Counsel, Lisa Dall. 

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

On Thu, Jan 8, 2015 at 1:26 PM, Matt Radford - PCBF <matt.radford@gsa.gov> wrote:
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Matt Radford

Director, Program Management

Office of Design and Construction

o. 202.219.0906

On Wed, Jan 7, 2015 at 9:27 AM, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

--

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This email message and any attachments to this email may contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. Please do not forward this 
message without permission. If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the content of this transmission is strictly 
prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by telephone 
or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, any attachments thereto and all 
copies thereof. 
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Subject: Fwd: Background info and Spend Plans
Date: Tue, 20 Jan 2015 08:44:33 -0600
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
To: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CALqhcZWcKnfgfskjqPjNyAsaoR37Z3mT1n8mLw2EhqFajmj3pA@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 7dc0f5e9a5315f47e27eceb9cb9a9c3c
Attachments: Lyden_Response.docx 

 

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Thu, Jan 15, 2015 at 10:50 AM 
Subject: Re: Background info and Spend Plans 
To: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Lucrezia -

I put together a bare bones response. I'm not sure where you wanted to highlight the budget 
information we discussed, but it should probably go after bullet 1. I'll eventually include what we're 
providing and what is being withheld in each section, but I don't know if everyone is done producing 
documents, etc. yet?

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

On Mon, Jan 12, 2015 at 1:01 PM, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks. 

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program
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U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

On Mon, Jan 12, 2015 at 1:00 PM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

I was able to extend until Jan. 23.

On Jan 12, 2015 12:54 PM, "Lucrezia Patruno - 5P" <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi

The spend plans are public information.  Central Office is withholding the background data.  We are 
looking at the mods and we can have Ozanne work on retrieving the mods, if necessary.   I also have a 
spreadsheet that shows the timeline of the added funds that will provide a nice chronology of the 
added funds. 

We are requesting an extension.  

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

On Mon, Jan 12, 2015 at 12:36 PM, John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Lucrezia,

So if we are withholding the Spend Plans, what documents are we providing?  

Mike

The response was due last Friday.  What was sent?

Sincerely,
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John Caswell

Deputy Director

Design and Construction Division (CCP)

U.S. General Services Administration

Great Lakes Region, Public Buildings Service

230 S. Dearborn Street, Suite 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

work 312 353 0888
cell 

john.caswell@gsa.gov

On Thu, Jan 8, 2015 at 4:50 PM, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

FYI

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Lisa Dall - LD5 <lisa.dall@gsa.gov>
Date: Thu, Jan 8, 2015 at 4:48 PM 
Subject: Re: Background info and Spend Plans 
To: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

That's fine.  I talked to Seth about this earlier today.

Thanks

On Thu, Jan 8, 2015 at 3:41 PM, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Matt.  I will defer to our Regional Counsel, Lisa Dall. 

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 
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On Thu, Jan 8, 2015 at 1:26 PM, Matt Radford - PCBF <matt.radford@gsa.gov> wrote:

Matt Radford

Director, Program Management

Office of Design and Construction

o. 202.219.0906

On Wed, Jan 7, 2015 at 9:27 AM, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 
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Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Mon, 5 Jan 2015 10:48:39 -0600
From: John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>
To: Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>, Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov>,  

Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>,  Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>

Message-ID: <CAFK4n_Xk6ZHPO+v0_wFamG9+E=cP9b26D0R5jt7n+c=iYFcrsA@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: cd28b4c5df42fe66ac8bfdd20ff22c1e
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

Mike Mitchell, 
 

Rob mentioned that you were going back to the requester for clarification on a few items.  I wanted to 
verify that this is correct and suggest you get clarification on the bullet, "Any budget analysis or project 
reviews".  

thanks

Sincerely,

John Caswell

Deputy Director

Design and Construction Division (CCP)

U.S. General Services Administration

Great Lakes Region, Public Buildings Service

230 S. Dearborn Street, Suite 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

work 312 353 0888 
cell 

john.caswell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 11:14 AM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Robert Green - 5PCC <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>, Oana 
Oprean <oana.oprean@gsa.gov> 

FYI

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.
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As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  

--

Michael Messerle

Branch Manager

U.S. General Services Administration

Design and Construction Division

230 South Dearborn Street

Suite 3600

Chicago, Illinois 60604

312-353-2093  
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Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Wed, 17 Dec 2014 08:09:36 -0600
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
To: Allison Azevedo <allison.azevedo@gsa.gov>, Jennifer Enyart <jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>,  

Robert Nawrocki <robert.nawrocki@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAP1jAVzneMRcQB0H8YRyF+rTMOLGTt_3B3wSQNqp5M5nBPPVNw@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 5bb5ad7f5292a47a6687a41cbb7dd122
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

With attachment.  
 

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533 
Cell: 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist
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Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Tue, 16 Dec 2014 10:52:47 -0600
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>,  Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 

<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CALqhcZW7kD2BXR55MQOibeF1S8+3Sfr4dMmtaXS96Tc5PJ9MNA@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 61b9568dde9bf26a55e26d2138784b0d
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia - 
 

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  
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Subject: Fwd: Background info and Spend Plans
Date: Tue, 20 Jan 2015 14:56:41 -0600
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
To: Michael Messerle <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAP1jAVzck4QsqAc6K7oM=i-1E0k++Zn8FGVc=zRUYubHdoFTKg@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 003655bf536b77e4685cb727bd273993
Attachments: Lyden_Response.docx 

As discussed.  
 

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533 
Cell: 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Jan 20, 2015 at 8:44 AM 
Subject: Fwd: Background info and Spend Plans 
To: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Thu, Jan 15, 2015 at 10:50 AM 
Subject: Re: Background info and Spend Plans 
To: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Lucrezia -

I put together a bare bones response. I'm not sure where you wanted to highlight the budget 
information we discussed, but it should probably go after bullet 1. I'll eventually include what we're 
providing and what is being withheld in each section, but I don't know if everyone is done producing 
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documents, etc. yet?

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

On Mon, Jan 12, 2015 at 1:01 PM, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks. 

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

On Mon, Jan 12, 2015 at 1:00 PM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

I was able to extend until Jan. 23.

On Jan 12, 2015 12:54 PM, "Lucrezia Patruno - 5P" <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi

The spend plans are public information.  Central Office is withholding the background data.  We are 
looking at the mods and we can have Ozanne work on retrieving the mods, if necessary.   I also have a 
spreadsheet that shows the timeline of the added funds that will provide a nice chronology of the 
added funds. 

We are requesting an extension.  

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

(b) (6)
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Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

On Mon, Jan 12, 2015 at 12:36 PM, John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Sincerely,

John Caswell

Deputy Director

Design and Construction Division (CCP)

U.S. General Services Administration

Great Lakes Region, Public Buildings Service

230 S. Dearborn Street, Suite 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

work 312 353 0888
cell 

john.caswell@gsa.gov

On Thu, Jan 8, 2015 at 4:50 PM, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

FYI

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Lisa Dall - LD5 <lisa.dall@gsa.gov>
Date: Thu, Jan 8, 2015 at 4:48 PM 
Subject: Re: Background info and Spend Plans 
To: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

(b) (5)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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That's fine.  I talked to Seth about this earlier today.

Thanks

On Thu, Jan 8, 2015 at 3:41 PM, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Matt.  I will defer to our Regional Counsel, Lisa Dall. 

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

On Thu, Jan 8, 2015 at 1:26 PM, Matt Radford - PCBF <matt.radford@gsa.gov> wrote:

Matt Radford

Director, Program Management

Office of Design and Construction

o. 202.219.0906

On Wed, Jan 7, 2015 at 9:27 AM, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Matt, 

(b) (5)
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Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

--

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This email message and any attachments to this email may contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. Please do not forward this 
message without permission. If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the content of this transmission is strictly 
prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by telephone 
or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, any attachments thereto and all 
copies thereof. 
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Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Tue, 16 Dec 2014 13:36:16 -0600
From: John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>
To: Tom Hawkins - LD5 <thomas.hawkins@gsa.gov>, Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov>
Cc: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Oana Sandru - 5P2PQD 

<oana.oprean@gsa.gov>,  Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno 
- 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>,  Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>

Message-ID: <CAFK4n_V6dg=drJgi6NZ+hwZN+WQQpBCS6VkiL2Lcf8wn-0D_mA@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: c92ed8f8d5a76c7cefe1b5147dc74670
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

Tom, 
 

Please see the attached FOIA we received for the Whipple ARRA project.  The team will begin to 
assemble the documents for Legal review prior to issuance to the requester. 

Sincerely,

John Caswell

Deputy Director

Design and Construction Division (CCP)

U.S. General Services Administration

Great Lakes Region, Public Buildings Service

230 S. Dearborn Street, Suite 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

work 312 353 0888 
cell 

john.caswell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 11:14 AM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Robert Green - 5PCC <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>, Oana 
Oprean <oana.oprean@gsa.gov> 

FYI

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.
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Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  

--

Michael Messerle

Branch Manager

U.S. General Services Administration

Design and Construction Division

230 South Dearborn Street

Suite 3600

Chicago, Illinois 60604

312-353-2093   
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Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Wed, 17 Dec 2014 17:55:34 -0600
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
To: Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Cc: Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell <john.caswell@gsa.gov>,  Michael 

Messerle <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, William Sonenberg 
<william.sonenberg@gsa.gov>,  Jennifer Enyart <jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>, Cat Langel - 
ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>

Message-ID: <CAP1jAVzhaGFmok0BhTLsae=NUJvJkfHAoWZfau+-3g0MY4ABCw@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 000afa1b006d03dc4e034bd2ac28651f
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf ; 

PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_#1_(03.31.2009).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#2_(01.19.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#3__(03.05.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#4_(06.24.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#6_(12.16.2010).pdf 

(b) (5)
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Lucrezia Patruno

Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533 
Cell: 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

(b) (5)
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Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Thu, 8 Jan 2015 09:50:31 -0600
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
To: Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAP1jAVxmQUjn0XQgQ5Ksq_HpN3NSYdPqCcGYxcYG9jyXaS6mEw@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: a5609470dc2525d60edf4956039fd9e3
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf ; 

PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_#1_(03.31.2009).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#2_(01.19.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#3__(03.05.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#4_(06.24.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#6_(12.16.2010).pdf 

This is the email I was referring to.    
 

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533 
Cell: 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
Date: Wed, Dec 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> 
Cc: Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell <john.caswell@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, William Sonenberg <william.sonenberg@gsa.gov>, Jennifer Enyart 
<jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>, Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

(b) (5)
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Lucrezia Patruno

Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

(b) (5)
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I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov   

(b) (6)
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Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Thu, 18 Dec 2014 08:03:45 -0600
From: William Sonenberg - PCBI <william.sonenberg@gsa.gov>
To: Marty Bowers <marty.bowers@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CACb7aQYQq-cN_5uu3abiDzR4eUVLUdn1VF=_F5S0j8Q_XEeRzQ@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: bdb43b055d9016be617555f8c6b172bb
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf ; 

PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_#1_(03.31.2009).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#2_(01.19.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#3__(03.05.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#4_(06.24.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#6_(12.16.2010).pdf 

FYI 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
Date: Wed, Dec 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> 
Cc: Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell <john.caswell@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, William Sonenberg <william.sonenberg@gsa.gov>, Jennifer Enyart 
<jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>, Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

(b) (5)
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Lucrezia Patruno

Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

(b) (5)

(b) (6)
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Stephanie,

I saw that Cat is out of the office.  Below is an email I sent her regarding a story I’m working on 
regarding the Whipple Building in Minneapolis.  My deadline is Friday afternoon. Thanks.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom Lyden <  

Subject: Re: Whipple Building

Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 

To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

(b) (6)
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Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

(b) (6)
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Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?
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Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 

(b) (6)
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Subject: Fwd: Background info and Spend Plans
Date: Tue, 20 Jan 2015 14:56:41 -0600
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
To: Michael Messerle <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAP1jAVzck4QsqAc6K7oM=i-1E0k++Zn8FGVc=zRUYubHdoFTKg@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 041a710f11ed9400e2a646000701b4c3
Attachments: Lyden_Response.docx 

As discussed.  
 

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533 
Cell: 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Jan 20, 2015 at 8:44 AM 
Subject: Fwd: Background info and Spend Plans 
To: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Thu, Jan 15, 2015 at 10:50 AM 
Subject: Re: Background info and Spend Plans 
To: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Lucrezia -

I put together a bare bones response. I'm not sure where you wanted to highlight the budget 
information we discussed, but it should probably go after bullet 1. I'll eventually include what we're 
providing and what is being withheld in each section, but I don't know if everyone is done producing 

(b) (6)
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documents, etc. yet?

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

On Mon, Jan 12, 2015 at 1:01 PM, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks. 

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

On Mon, Jan 12, 2015 at 1:00 PM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

I was able to extend until Jan. 23.

On Jan 12, 2015 12:54 PM, "Lucrezia Patruno - 5P" <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi

The spend plans are public information.  Central Office is withholding the background data.  We are 
looking at the mods and we can have Ozanne work on retrieving the mods, if necessary.   I also have a 
spreadsheet that shows the timeline of the added funds that will provide a nice chronology of the 
added funds. 

We are requesting an extension.  

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

(b) (6)
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Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

On Mon, Jan 12, 2015 at 12:36 PM, John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Lucrezia,

So if we are withholding the Spend Plans, what documents are we providing?  

Mike

The response was due last Friday.  What was sent?

Sincerely,

John Caswell

Deputy Director

Design and Construction Division (CCP)

U.S. General Services Administration

Great Lakes Region, Public Buildings Service

230 S. Dearborn Street, Suite 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

work 312 353 0888
cell 

john.caswell@gsa.gov

On Thu, Jan 8, 2015 at 4:50 PM, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

FYI

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Lisa Dall - LD5 <lisa.dall@gsa.gov>
Date: Thu, Jan 8, 2015 at 4:48 PM 
Subject: Re: Background info and Spend Plans 
To: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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That's fine.  I talked to Seth about this earlier today.

Thanks

On Thu, Jan 8, 2015 at 3:41 PM, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Matt.  I will defer to our Regional Counsel, Lisa Dall. 

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

On Thu, Jan 8, 2015 at 1:26 PM, Matt Radford - PCBF <matt.radford@gsa.gov> wrote:

Matt Radford

Director, Program Management

Office of Design and Construction

o. 202.219.0906

On Wed, Jan 7, 2015 at 9:27 AM, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Matt, 

(b) (5)

(b) (6)
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Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

--

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This email message and any attachments to this email may contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. Please do not forward this 
message without permission. If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the content of this transmission is strictly 
prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by telephone 
or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, any attachments thereto and all 
copies thereof. 

(b) (5)
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Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Mon, 5 Jan 2015 10:48:39 -0600
From: John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>
To: Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>, Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov>,  

Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>,  Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>

Message-ID: <CAFK4n_Xk6ZHPO+v0_wFamG9+E=cP9b26D0R5jt7n+c=iYFcrsA@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: b13f97402c4425ae468dbe645f538bce
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

Mike Mitchell, 
 

Rob mentioned that you were going back to the requester for clarification on a few items.  I wanted to 
verify that this is correct and suggest you get clarification on the bullet, "Any budget analysis or project 
reviews".  

thanks

Sincerely,

John Caswell

Deputy Director

Design and Construction Division (CCP)

U.S. General Services Administration

Great Lakes Region, Public Buildings Service

230 S. Dearborn Street, Suite 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

work 312 353 0888 
cell 

john.caswell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 11:14 AM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Robert Green - 5PCC <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>, Oana 
Oprean <oana.oprean@gsa.gov> 

FYI

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

(b) (6)
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As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  

--

Michael Messerle

Branch Manager

U.S. General Services Administration

Design and Construction Division

230 South Dearborn Street

Suite 3600

Chicago, Illinois 60604

312-353-2093  

(b) (6)
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Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Tue, 16 Dec 2014 13:36:16 -0600
From: John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>
To: Tom Hawkins - LD5 <thomas.hawkins@gsa.gov>, Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov>
Cc: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Oana Sandru - 5P2PQD 

<oana.oprean@gsa.gov>,  Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno 
- 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>,  Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>

Message-ID: <CAFK4n_V6dg=drJgi6NZ+hwZN+WQQpBCS6VkiL2Lcf8wn-0D_mA@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 2c90406cac624e8b9172c9d03e0438c9
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

Tom, 
 

Please see the attached FOIA we received for the Whipple ARRA project.  The team will begin to 
assemble the documents for Legal review prior to issuance to the requester. 

Sincerely,

John Caswell

Deputy Director

Design and Construction Division (CCP)

U.S. General Services Administration

Great Lakes Region, Public Buildings Service

230 S. Dearborn Street, Suite 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

work 312 353 0888 
cell 

john.caswell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 11:14 AM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Robert Green - 5PCC <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>, Oana 
Oprean <oana.oprean@gsa.gov> 

FYI

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.
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Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  

--

Michael Messerle

Branch Manager

U.S. General Services Administration

Design and Construction Division

230 South Dearborn Street

Suite 3600

Chicago, Illinois 60604

312-353-2093   
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Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Tue, 16 Dec 2014 11:14:18 -0600
From: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>
To: Robert Green - 5PCC <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell - 5PCC 

<john.caswell@gsa.gov>,  Oana Oprean <oana.oprean@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CA+nY3yQqApVFZr+WPvECJWWCbxBhcRA7bHhF6=MYLJABwp69BQ@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 28b7b140cefec69778d957a84a38128c
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

FYI 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  

--

Michael Messerle

Branch Manager

U.S. General Services Administration

Design and Construction Division

230 South Dearborn Street
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Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Tue, 16 Dec 2014 10:52:47 -0600
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>,  Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 

<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CALqhcZW7kD2BXR55MQOibeF1S8+3Sfr4dMmtaXS96Tc5PJ9MNA@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 8143c9028514993eefa6442331e09b58
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia - 
 

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  
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Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Wed, 17 Dec 2014 17:55:34 -0600
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
To: Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Cc: Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell <john.caswell@gsa.gov>,  Michael 

Messerle <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, William Sonenberg 
<william.sonenberg@gsa.gov>,  Jennifer Enyart <jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>, Cat Langel - 
ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>

Message-ID: <CAP1jAVzhaGFmok0BhTLsae=NUJvJkfHAoWZfau+-3g0MY4ABCw@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: be18e5fbd5be2cbd7a97bd79b89a79ea
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf ; 

PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_#1_(03.31.2009).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#2_(01.19.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#3__(03.05.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#4_(06.24.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#6_(12.16.2010).pdf 
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Lucrezia Patruno

Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533 
Cell: 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

(b) (5)
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Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Fri, 21 Nov 2014 08:35:16 -0800
From: Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov>
To: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
Cc: Michael Virgilio - 5PME <michael.virgilio@gsa.gov>,  Jennifer Enyart - 5P 

<jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>, Diana Vaughan - 5PM <diana.vaughan@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAFbO3ufb07xzNUNy63KHQvMC8bbPOnYrt9FwtwP9UcBqZTLYqQ@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: c433b5003c4fcd18f2e69d969a09807d

(b) (5)







Folder: GSA-2017-000172_michael.virgilio@gsa.gov_0

From: Tom Lyden <
Date: Thu, Nov 20, 2014 at 12:21 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Whipple Building 
To: stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov

Stephanie,

I saw that Cat is out of the office.  Below is an email I sent her regarding a story I’m working on 
regarding the Whipple Building in Minneapolis.  My deadline is Friday afternoon. Thanks.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom Lyden <  

Subject: Re: Whipple Building

Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 

To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

(b) (6)
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On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(b) (6)
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(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

(b) (6)
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On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Thu, 20 Nov 2014 17:46:30 -0600
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
To: Michael Virgilio - 5PME <michael.virgilio@gsa.gov>
Cc: Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov>,  Jennifer Enyart - 5P 

<jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>, Diana Vaughan - 5PM <diana.vaughan@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAP1jAVzJ7S4aSd4LvoaRE1kpvAJj0O_nYtYZMDSZP1WqjBOQ1g@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 4ea6e3f61f46d33cda939093cf637eb6

Hi,  

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533 
Cell: 

On Thu, Nov 20, 2014 at 5:44 PM, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

(b) (5)
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Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom Lyden <

Subject: Re: Whipple Building

Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 

To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.
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On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
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The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?
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Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 

Tom Lyden 
FOX 9 News 
612-414-8644

--

Cat Langel

Regional Public Affairs Officer

Office of Communications and Marketing
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Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Thu, 20 Nov 2014 17:44:49 -0600
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
To: Michael Virgilio - 5PME <michael.virgilio@gsa.gov>
Cc: Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov>,  Jennifer Enyart - 5P 

<jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>, Diana Vaughan - 5PM <diana.vaughan@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAP1jAVzgZJ8BvhHLWw2=yqOejjPjXHh2kh9WuP+pLtKbZ-qCfQ@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 9e8104d7d3656edbc2deb33a52d6e8c0

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

On Thu, Nov 20, 2014 at 4:46 PM, Michael Virgilio - 5PME <michael.virgilio@gsa.gov> wrote:

Stephanie, I'm sorry I can't really help with that given the short time-frame.  Questions related to 
project costs will be best answered by Lucrezia P.

On Thu, Nov 20, 2014 at 2:37 PM, Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hello Jennifer and Michael,

I'm covering for Cat this week and received the below follow up questions from Tom Lyden at FOX 9 
regards the cost and energy savings at the Whipple Federal Building.  

Could you please advise on who can best address these questions.

Note, his deadline is tomorrow mid-day. 

Thank you.  Stephanie
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arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644
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On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
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one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:
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From: Tom Lyden <  
Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 
To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,
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I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 
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The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat
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On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 

Tom Lyden 
FOX 9 News 
612-414-8644

--

Cat Langel

Regional Public Affairs Officer

Office of Communications and Marketing

U.S. General Services Administration
Great Lakes Region
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Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom Lyden <  
Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 
To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:
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Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_mike.mitchell@gsa.gov_0

modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:
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Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 

Tom Lyden 
FOX 9 News 
612-414-8644
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Subject: Re: GSA FOIA Clarification
Date: Thu, 28 Jul 2016 10:13:11 -0400
From: Hyacinth Perrault - H1F <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov>
To: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAA19y0tOR7-VH6oQWH-neas2N1RLGVjUtod5ORszpTu-9iRj_w@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 14d836b951a4212719ca6096b0eb4d4e

Yes, that can be done, and thank you so much. 

__________________________________Hyacinth Perrault

Lead Government Information Specialist

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requester Service Center

Management & Oversight Division (H1C) 

National Office  | GSA | Office of Administrative Services (H)

1800 F St. NW, Washington, DC 20405

Cell:  

On Thu, Jul 28, 2016 at 9:20 AM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

I agree - strange indeed.

I'll be out of the office until next week, but I'm happy to send everything at that point. I'm not sure if I 
have the files still, but I could pull them off FOIAOnline, right?

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

On Thu, Jul 28, 2016 at 6:23 AM, Hyacinth Perrault - H1F <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Mike, Good Morning,

Yes, this is quite strange.  I just checked FOIAOnline, and 32 individual files were released to him on 
March 30, 2015 from Tamera, so really not understanding why he did not receive the information.

By chance, do you still have the 31 Files you sent Tamera?  If you do, and if possible, may I send you the 
approved signed Letter from Travis and can you UPS Overnight the FOIA ?

Please let me know and thank you.

__________________________________Hyacinth Perrault

Lead Government Information Specialist

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requester Service Center
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Management & Oversight Division (H1C) 

National Office  | GSA | Office of Administrative Services (H)

1800 F St. NW, Washington, DC 20405

Cell:  

On Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 3:29 PM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hey Hyacinth -

I received this email a few minutes ago. I checked the record and it looks like release occurred in March 
2015, so I'm not sure why he's claiming he didn't receive it?

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Tom Lyden <
Date: Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 2:26 PM 
Subject: Re: GSA FOIA Clarification 
To: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> 

Dear GSA FOIA,  

I have never received information detailed below regarding a FOIA of budgetary issues involving the 
Whipple Building in Bloomington, MN.  It’s more than a year and a half after information was supposed 
to be delivered.  Could you update me on the status of this request. 

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Dec 29, 2014, at 11:39 AM, GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov> wrote:

This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act request dated 
October 21, 2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information regarding the renovation of 
the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting the following information for GSA: An 
itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA 
funding. This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant 
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improvements costs and move costs.Any budget analysis or project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy 
cost savings along with projections of recouping costs.A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any 
emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV.

 

Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should 
expect a final reply on or before Friday, 23 January  2015.  

 

I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:44 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Hey Mike,

Thanks for reaching out for clarification.  I’m looking for any analysis or project reviews that might 
describe cost overruns, or difficulties in executing the project on time and on budget.  My 
understanding is there might be monthly periodic reviews of the project, and a final project analysis 
about whether the project achieved its job creation goals.  

I hope that helps.

Tom Lyden
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FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:25 AM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Tom -

Hope you had a great holiday. I wanted to reach out to you regarding your recent FOIA request about 
recently-completed work at the Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota.

We're hoping you can clarify what you mean when you mention "any budget analysis or project 
reviews." I'm hoping you can get a little more specific about what exactly you might be looking for.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov   
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Subject: Re: GSA FOIA Clarification
Date: Wed, 3 Aug 2016 20:28:18 -0500
From: Tom Lyden <
To: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <207F6A84-B9C1-4700-83BB-A1EE93B8ABAA@gmail.com>
MD5: ef3d5c97bc1c89773d97dba4ef57c7b1

No worries Mike. I was able to download the docs. Someone at GSA sent me a link. 

Tom LydenFox 9 News 

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 3, 2016, at 9:07 AM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Tom -

To follow up, I was able to get a hold of the files shared back in March and am going to have them sent 
over to you.

Are you still at the same address?

KMSP-TV

11358 Viking Dr.

Eden Prairie, MN 55344

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

On Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 2:32 PM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Tom -

I forwarded your email onto GSA's FOIA Office. According to the records I have access to, the 
information was sent in March of last year, but I'll wait to hear from them.

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist
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U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

On Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 2:26 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Dear GSA FOIA,  

I have never received information detailed below regarding a FOIA of budgetary issues involving the 
Whipple Building in Bloomington, MN.  It’s more than a year and a half after information was supposed 
to be delivered.  Could you update me on the status of this request. 

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Dec 29, 2014, at 11:39 AM, GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov> wrote:

This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act request dated 
October 21, 2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information regarding the renovation of 
the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting the following information for GSA: An 
itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA 
funding. This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant 
improvements costs and move costs.Any budget analysis or project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy 
cost savings along with projections of recouping costs.A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any 
emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV.

 

Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should 
expect a final reply on or before Friday, 23 January  2015.  

 

I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:44 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Hey Mike,

Thanks for reaching out for clarification.  I’m looking for any analysis or project reviews that might 
describe cost overruns, or difficulties in executing the project on time and on budget.  My 
understanding is there might be monthly periodic reviews of the project, and a final project analysis 
about whether the project achieved its job creation goals.  

I hope that helps.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:25 AM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Tom -

Hope you had a great holiday. I wanted to reach out to you regarding your recent FOIA request about 
recently-completed work at the Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota.

We're hoping you can clarify what you mean when you mention "any budget analysis or project 
reviews." I'm hoping you can get a little more specific about what exactly you might be looking for.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell
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Subject: Re: GSA FOIA Clarification
Date: Thu, 28 Jul 2016 07:23:26 -0400
From: Hyacinth Perrault - H1F <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov>
To: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAA19y0t0BErX34YAN1E_6eQ7sMJtdDXnBkBqcDYR3t42FmDGnA@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: d636a711a3f21d823d6fa2138f2fb987

Hi Mike, Good Morning, 

Yes, this is quite strange.  I just checked FOIAOnline, and 32 individual files were released to him on 
March 30, 2015 from Tamera, so really not understanding why he did not receive the information.

By chance, do you still have the 31 Files you sent Tamera?  If you do, and if possible, may I send you the 
approved signed Letter from Travis and can you UPS Overnight the FOIA ?

Please let me know and thank you.

__________________________________Hyacinth Perrault

Lead Government Information Specialist

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requester Service Center

Management & Oversight Division (H1C) 

National Office  | GSA | Office of Administrative Services (H)

1800 F St. NW, Washington, DC 20405

Cell:  

On Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 3:29 PM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hey Hyacinth -

I received this email a few minutes ago. I checked the record and it looks like release occurred in March 
2015, so I'm not sure why he's claiming he didn't receive it?

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Tom Lyden <
Date: Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 2:26 PM 
Subject: Re: GSA FOIA Clarification 
To: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> 

Dear GSA FOIA,  
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I have never received information detailed below regarding a FOIA of budgetary issues involving the 
Whipple Building in Bloomington, MN.  It’s more than a year and a half after information was supposed 
to be delivered.  Could you update me on the status of this request. 

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Dec 29, 2014, at 11:39 AM, GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov> wrote:

This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act request dated 
October 21, 2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information regarding the renovation of 
the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting the following information for GSA: An 
itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA 
funding. This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant 
improvements costs and move costs.Any budget analysis or project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy 
cost savings along with projections of recouping costs.A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any 
emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV.

 

Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should 
expect a final reply on or before Friday, 23 January  2015.  

 

I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644
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On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:44 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Hey Mike,

Thanks for reaching out for clarification.  I’m looking for any analysis or project reviews that might 
describe cost overruns, or difficulties in executing the project on time and on budget.  My 
understanding is there might be monthly periodic reviews of the project, and a final project analysis 
about whether the project achieved its job creation goals.  

I hope that helps.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:25 AM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Tom -

Hope you had a great holiday. I wanted to reach out to you regarding your recent FOIA request about 
recently-completed work at the Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota.

We're hoping you can clarify what you mean when you mention "any budget analysis or project 
reviews." I'm hoping you can get a little more specific about what exactly you might be looking for.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov   
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Subject: FOIA GSA-2015-000202 - Notification of 10- Day Extension
Date: Mon, 29 Dec 2014 12:00:41 -0500
From: GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov>
To:
Bcc: mike.mitchell@gsa.gov
Message-ID: <CAJDHzSexnif12ZVYbcoox10NFREo4b+nu--yqALsa-vO0YzB9A@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 638e2b005b888cb7702804dcd4a96d92

Good Afternoon Ms. Edwards:
 

 

This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act request dated October 21, 
2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information regarding the renovation of the Henry Bishop 
Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting the following information for GSA: An itemized cost summary of the 
renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA funding. This itemization would include 
money spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant improvements costs and move costs.Any budget analysis or 
project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy cost savings along with projections of recouping costs.A detailed, 
itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage 
by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV.

 

Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should expect a 
final reply on or before Friday, 9 January  2015.  

 

I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.
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Subject: Re: GSA FOIA Clarification
Date: Thu, 28 Jul 2016 08:20:21 -0500
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
To: Hyacinth Perrault - H1F <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CALqhcZVm7zbOfSc=sYLyUi4PSK5UqtSH1oUZkvOmvHx51dG1fw@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 41b62c6b947fffd57245e83bb7e10766

I agree - strange indeed. 
 

I'll be out of the office until next week, but I'm happy to send everything at that point. I'm not sure if I 
have the files still, but I could pull them off FOIAOnline, right?

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

On Thu, Jul 28, 2016 at 6:23 AM, Hyacinth Perrault - H1F <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Mike, Good Morning,

Yes, this is quite strange.  I just checked FOIAOnline, and 32 individual files were released to him on 
March 30, 2015 from Tamera, so really not understanding why he did not receive the information.

By chance, do you still have the 31 Files you sent Tamera?  If you do, and if possible, may I send you the 
approved signed Letter from Travis and can you UPS Overnight the FOIA ?

Please let me know and thank you.

__________________________________Hyacinth Perrault

Lead Government Information Specialist

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requester Service Center

Management & Oversight Division (H1C) 

National Office  | GSA | Office of Administrative Services (H)

1800 F St. NW, Washington, DC 20405

Cell:  

On Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 3:29 PM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hey Hyacinth -

I received this email a few minutes ago. I checked the record and it looks like release occurred in March 
2015, so I'm not sure why he's claiming he didn't receive it?
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Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Tom Lyden <
Date: Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 2:26 PM 
Subject: Re: GSA FOIA Clarification 
To: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> 

Dear GSA FOIA,  

I have never received information detailed below regarding a FOIA of budgetary issues involving the 
Whipple Building in Bloomington, MN.  It’s more than a year and a half after information was supposed 
to be delivered.  Could you update me on the status of this request. 

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Dec 29, 2014, at 11:39 AM, GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov> wrote:

This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act request dated 
October 21, 2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information regarding the renovation of 
the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting the following information for GSA: An 
itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA 
funding. This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant 
improvements costs and move costs.Any budget analysis or project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy 
cost savings along with projections of recouping costs.A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any 
emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV.

 

Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should 
expect a final reply on or before Friday, 23 January  2015.  

 

I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,
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Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:44 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Hey Mike,

Thanks for reaching out for clarification.  I’m looking for any analysis or project reviews that might 
describe cost overruns, or difficulties in executing the project on time and on budget.  My 
understanding is there might be monthly periodic reviews of the project, and a final project analysis 
about whether the project achieved its job creation goals.  

I hope that helps.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:25 AM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Tom -

Hope you had a great holiday. I wanted to reach out to you regarding your recent FOIA request about 
recently-completed work at the Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota.
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We're hoping you can clarify what you mean when you mention "any budget analysis or project 
reviews." I'm hoping you can get a little more specific about what exactly you might be looking for.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov   
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Subject: Fwd: Whipple Building
Date: Fri, 23 Jan 2015 10:22:59 -0600
From: Jennifer Enyart - 5P <jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>
To: Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CADsJJ+yLv2oXZJayDiZXvbZO=jEbpHhFVJpW78xqrwrS3R9wqg@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: d8a8e2cda46e4ac1e6eb44f202cc10ee

RE: Whipple/Reporter 
 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov>
Date: Fri, Nov 21, 2014 at 10:35 AM 
Subject: Re: Whipple Building 
To: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 
Cc: Michael Virgilio - 5PME <michael.virgilio@gsa.gov>, Jennifer Enyart - 5P <jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>, 
Diana Vaughan - 5PM <diana.vaughan@gsa.gov> 
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Stephanie Kenitzer
Regional Public Affairs Officer

Office of Communications and Marketing

U.S. General Services Administration
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arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_mike.mitchell@gsa.gov_0

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
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one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:
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Subject: Re: GSA FOIA Clarification
Date: Tue, 2 Aug 2016 13:19:43 -0500
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
To: Hyacinth Perrault - H1F <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CALqhcZXRVAOdNyfoFJw5bwC8Xdsu0z1sYBcBQxmGcezn0_KqWg@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 3138fd3aafe02faeb9f750e410414c4c

Hey Hyacinth - 
 

Wanted to follow back up with you on this. I downloaded the documents, but it doesn't look like there's 
any sort of response letter. Could you take a look and pass along if you find something?

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

On Thu, Jul 28, 2016 at 9:13 AM, Hyacinth Perrault - H1F <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov> wrote:

Yes, that can be done, and thank you so much.

__________________________________Hyacinth Perrault

Lead Government Information Specialist

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requester Service Center

Management & Oversight Division (H1C) 

National Office  | GSA | Office of Administrative Services (H)

1800 F St. NW, Washington, DC 20405

Cell:  

On Thu, Jul 28, 2016 at 9:20 AM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

I agree - strange indeed.

I'll be out of the office until next week, but I'm happy to send everything at that point. I'm not sure if I 
have the files still, but I could pull them off FOIAOnline, right?

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 
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Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

On Thu, Jul 28, 2016 at 6:23 AM, Hyacinth Perrault - H1F <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Mike, Good Morning,

Yes, this is quite strange.  I just checked FOIAOnline, and 32 individual files were released to him on 
March 30, 2015 from Tamera, so really not understanding why he did not receive the information.

By chance, do you still have the 31 Files you sent Tamera?  If you do, and if possible, may I send you the 
approved signed Letter from Travis and can you UPS Overnight the FOIA ?

Please let me know and thank you.

__________________________________Hyacinth Perrault

Lead Government Information Specialist

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requester Service Center

Management & Oversight Division (H1C) 

National Office  | GSA | Office of Administrative Services (H)

1800 F St. NW, Washington, DC 20405

Cell:  

On Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 3:29 PM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hey Hyacinth -

I received this email a few minutes ago. I checked the record and it looks like release occurred in March 
2015, so I'm not sure why he's claiming he didn't receive it?

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Tom Lyden <
Date: Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 2:26 PM 
Subject: Re: GSA FOIA Clarification 
To: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> 

Dear GSA FOIA,  
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I have never received information detailed below regarding a FOIA of budgetary issues involving the 
Whipple Building in Bloomington, MN.  It’s more than a year and a half after information was supposed 
to be delivered.  Could you update me on the status of this request. 

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Dec 29, 2014, at 11:39 AM, GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov> wrote:

This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act request dated 
October 21, 2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information regarding the renovation of 
the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting the following information for GSA: An 
itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA 
funding. This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant 
improvements costs and move costs.Any budget analysis or project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy 
cost savings along with projections of recouping costs.A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any 
emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV.

 

Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should 
expect a final reply on or before Friday, 23 January  2015.  

 

I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644
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On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:44 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Hey Mike,

Thanks for reaching out for clarification.  I’m looking for any analysis or project reviews that might 
describe cost overruns, or difficulties in executing the project on time and on budget.  My 
understanding is there might be monthly periodic reviews of the project, and a final project analysis 
about whether the project achieved its job creation goals.  

I hope that helps.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:25 AM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Tom -

Hope you had a great holiday. I wanted to reach out to you regarding your recent FOIA request about 
recently-completed work at the Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota.

We're hoping you can clarify what you mean when you mention "any budget analysis or project 
reviews." I'm hoping you can get a little more specific about what exactly you might be looking for.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov   
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Subject: Re: GSA FOIA Clarification
Date: Tue, 26 Jul 2016 14:26:06 -0500
From: Tom Lyden <
To: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <B2A25819-5AC5-4F6C-8F35-A80F065B8879@gmail.com>
MD5: 11838716bf558de50612631a70c23012

Dear GSA FOIA,   
 

I have never received information detailed below regarding a FOIA of budgetary issues involving the 
Whipple Building in Bloomington, MN.  It’s more than a year and a half after information was supposed 
to be delivered.  Could you update me on the status of this request. 

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Dec 29, 2014, at 11:39 AM, GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov> wrote:

This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act request dated 
October 21, 2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information regarding the renovation of 
the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting the following information for GSA: An 
itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA 
funding. This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant 
improvements costs and move costs.Any budget analysis or project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy 
cost savings along with projections of recouping costs.A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any 
emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV.

 

Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should 
expect a final reply on or before Friday, 23 January  2015.  

 

I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
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strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:44 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Hey Mike,

Thanks for reaching out for clarification.  I’m looking for any analysis or project reviews that might 
describe cost overruns, or difficulties in executing the project on time and on budget.  My 
understanding is there might be monthly periodic reviews of the project, and a final project analysis 
about whether the project achieved its job creation goals.  

I hope that helps.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:25 AM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Tom -

Hope you had a great holiday. I wanted to reach out to you regarding your recent FOIA request about 
recently-completed work at the Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota.

We're hoping you can clarify what you mean when you mention "any budget analysis or project 
reviews." I'm hoping you can get a little more specific about what exactly you might be looking for.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016
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Subject: Fwd: GSA FOIA Clarification
Date: Tue, 26 Jul 2016 14:29:54 -0500
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
To: Hyacinth Perrault - H1F <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CALqhcZXX=rypgon530BxjYB5iFzkWfOU2gtU-R5yvb_zy1FGeQ@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 13e010407337bf3ee8a13299ad989325

Hey Hyacinth - 
 

I received this email a few minutes ago. I checked the record and it looks like release occurred in March 
2015, so I'm not sure why he's claiming he didn't receive it?

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Tom Lyden <
Date: Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 2:26 PM 
Subject: Re: GSA FOIA Clarification 
To: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> 

Dear GSA FOIA,  

I have never received information detailed below regarding a FOIA of budgetary issues involving the 
Whipple Building in Bloomington, MN.  It’s more than a year and a half after information was supposed 
to be delivered.  Could you update me on the status of this request. 

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Dec 29, 2014, at 11:39 AM, GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov> wrote:

This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act request dated 
October 21, 2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information regarding the renovation of 
the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting the following information for GSA: An 
itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA 
funding. This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant 
improvements costs and move costs.Any budget analysis or project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy 
cost savings along with projections of recouping costs.A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any 
emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV.
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Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should 
expect a final reply on or before Friday, 23 January  2015.  

 

I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:44 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Hey Mike,

Thanks for reaching out for clarification.  I’m looking for any analysis or project reviews that might 
describe cost overruns, or difficulties in executing the project on time and on budget.  My 
understanding is there might be monthly periodic reviews of the project, and a final project analysis 
about whether the project achieved its job creation goals.  

I hope that helps.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644
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On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:25 AM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Tom -

Hope you had a great holiday. I wanted to reach out to you regarding your recent FOIA request about 
recently-completed work at the Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota.

We're hoping you can clarify what you mean when you mention "any budget analysis or project 
reviews." I'm hoping you can get a little more specific about what exactly you might be looking for.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov   
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Subject: FOIA GSA-2015-000202 - Notification of 10- Day Extension (Correction)
Date: Mon, 29 Dec 2014 12:39:54 -0500
From: GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov>
To: Tom Lyden <
Bcc: mike.mitchell@gsa.gov
Message-ID: <CAJDHzSd228HQ3S7R=V6q40hBrd=E+vu8KRE4MHoSGG4ORZ8hDg@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 4796cd04caf97fcf2fee98e779238c8c

This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act 
request dated October 21, 2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information 
regarding the renovation of the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting 
the following information for GSA: An itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and 
construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA funding. This itemization would include money 
spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant improvements costs and move costs.Any budget 
analysis or project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy cost savings along with projections of 
recouping costs.A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any emails between and 
among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV. 

 

Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should 
expect a final reply on or before Friday, 23 January  2015.  

 

I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.
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Subject: Re: GSA FOIA Clarification
Date: Wed, 3 Aug 2016 09:07:47 -0500
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
To: Tom Lyden <
Cc: Hyacinth Perrault - H1F <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CALqhcZXd=nXrjgBBQUccxuE3+5S6eiaWx9MGYoUTB2rzHm486g@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 13bee00ceff5251c559735cf2680fa15

Tom - 
 

To follow up, I was able to get a hold of the files shared back in March and am going to have them sent 
over to you.

Are you still at the same address?

KMSP-TV

11358 Viking Dr.

Eden Prairie, MN 55344

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

On Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 2:32 PM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Tom -

I forwarded your email onto GSA's FOIA Office. According to the records I have access to, the 
information was sent in March of last year, but I'll wait to hear from them.

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

On Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 2:26 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Dear GSA FOIA,  
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I have never received information detailed below regarding a FOIA of budgetary issues involving the 
Whipple Building in Bloomington, MN.  It’s more than a year and a half after information was supposed 
to be delivered.  Could you update me on the status of this request. 

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Dec 29, 2014, at 11:39 AM, GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov> wrote:

This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act request dated 
October 21, 2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information regarding the renovation of 
the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting the following information for GSA: An 
itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA 
funding. This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant 
improvements costs and move costs.Any budget analysis or project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy 
cost savings along with projections of recouping costs.A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any 
emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV.

 

Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should 
expect a final reply on or before Friday, 23 January  2015.  

 

I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News
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612-414-8644

On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:44 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Hey Mike,

Thanks for reaching out for clarification.  I’m looking for any analysis or project reviews that might 
describe cost overruns, or difficulties in executing the project on time and on budget.  My 
understanding is there might be monthly periodic reviews of the project, and a final project analysis 
about whether the project achieved its job creation goals.  

I hope that helps.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:25 AM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Tom -

Hope you had a great holiday. I wanted to reach out to you regarding your recent FOIA request about 
recently-completed work at the Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota.

We're hoping you can clarify what you mean when you mention "any budget analysis or project 
reviews." I'm hoping you can get a little more specific about what exactly you might be looking for.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov   
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Subject: Re: GSA FOIA Clarification
Date: Tue, 26 Jul 2016 14:32:28 -0500
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
To: Tom Lyden <
Message-ID: <CALqhcZWxsQfom5X9qMLbU+JzTUmN2pPvBmahFXZk10sdSsGhdg@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: c8c775f605fabbb1a66d14b4f3850666

Hi Tom - 
 

I forwarded your email onto GSA's FOIA Office. According to the records I have access to, the 
information was sent in March of last year, but I'll wait to hear from them.

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

On Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 2:26 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Dear GSA FOIA,  

I have never received information detailed below regarding a FOIA of budgetary issues involving the 
Whipple Building in Bloomington, MN.  It’s more than a year and a half after information was supposed 
to be delivered.  Could you update me on the status of this request. 

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Dec 29, 2014, at 11:39 AM, GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov> wrote:

This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act request dated 
October 21, 2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information regarding the renovation of 
the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting the following information for GSA: An 
itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA 
funding. This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant 
improvements costs and move costs.Any budget analysis or project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy 
cost savings along with projections of recouping costs.A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any 
emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV.

 

Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should 
expect a final reply on or before Friday, 23 January  2015.  
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I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:44 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Hey Mike,

Thanks for reaching out for clarification.  I’m looking for any analysis or project reviews that might 
describe cost overruns, or difficulties in executing the project on time and on budget.  My 
understanding is there might be monthly periodic reviews of the project, and a final project analysis 
about whether the project achieved its job creation goals.  

I hope that helps.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:25 AM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:
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Subject: Fwd: Background info and Spend Plans
Date: Tue, 20 Jan 2015 08:44:33 -0600
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
To: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CALqhcZWcKnfgfskjqPjNyAsaoR37Z3mT1n8mLw2EhqFajmj3pA@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 7214eaf536c97c7058d886bf6fcc4dba
Attachments: Lyden_Response.docx 

 

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Thu, Jan 15, 2015 at 10:50 AM 
Subject: Re: Background info and Spend Plans 
To: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Lucrezia -

I put together a bare bones response. I'm not sure where you wanted to highlight the budget 
information we discussed, but it should probably go after bullet 1. I'll eventually include what we're 
providing and what is being withheld in each section, but I don't know if everyone is done producing 
documents, etc. yet?

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

On Mon, Jan 12, 2015 at 1:01 PM, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks. 

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program
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U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

On Mon, Jan 12, 2015 at 1:00 PM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

I was able to extend until Jan. 23.

On Jan 12, 2015 12:54 PM, "Lucrezia Patruno - 5P" <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi

The spend plans are public information.  Central Office is withholding the background data.  We are 
looking at the mods and we can have Ozanne work on retrieving the mods, if necessary.   I also have a 
spreadsheet that shows the timeline of the added funds that will provide a nice chronology of the 
added funds. 

We are requesting an extension.  

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

On Mon, Jan 12, 2015 at 12:36 PM, John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Lucrezia,

So if we are withholding the Spend Plans, what documents are we providing?  

Mike

The response was due last Friday.  What was sent?

Sincerely,
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John Caswell

Deputy Director

Design and Construction Division (CCP)

U.S. General Services Administration

Great Lakes Region, Public Buildings Service

230 S. Dearborn Street, Suite 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

work 312 353 0888
cell 

john.caswell@gsa.gov

On Thu, Jan 8, 2015 at 4:50 PM, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

FYI

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Lisa Dall - LD5 <lisa.dall@gsa.gov>
Date: Thu, Jan 8, 2015 at 4:48 PM 
Subject: Re: Background info and Spend Plans 
To: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

That's fine.  I talked to Seth about this earlier today.

Thanks

On Thu, Jan 8, 2015 at 3:41 PM, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Matt.  I will defer to our Regional Counsel, Lisa Dall. 

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 
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On Thu, Jan 8, 2015 at 1:26 PM, Matt Radford - PCBF <matt.radford@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Lucrezia, 

I contacted Seth Greenfeld in the CO Office of General Counsel expressing concerns about 
releasing the background documents.  As noted, those documents were for briefing OMB and 
decision making by OMB.  Our preference is to not share them.  Here is his response:

I think the material you sent can be withheld pursuant to the fifth exemption of FOIA, 5 U.S.C. 552(b)(5).  It 
was all part of the package that went to OMB advocating for certain projects at certain levels to get OMB's 
approval.  In addition, much of it is non-responsive as the documents cover a lot more than just the Whipple 
Building.  The responsive documents that are responsive need to be acknowledged in the response letter 
though.

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Matt

Matt Radford

Director, Program Management

Office of Design and Construction

o. 202.219.0906

On Wed, Jan 7, 2015 at 9:27 AM, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Matt, 

As per chat, this is the background data to the spend plans associated with the Whipple project.  Is there 
any reason that release of this background data would cause harm to the Government?   I believe the Spend Plans 
are public information already.  However, I do not believe the background data is public.  

Thanks for your help.  

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: (b) (6)
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Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Tue, 16 Dec 2014 10:52:47 -0600
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>,  Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 

<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CALqhcZW7kD2BXR55MQOibeF1S8+3Sfr4dMmtaXS96Tc5PJ9MNA@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: e0c8978e596580e8694ea22a574ea7a1
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia - 
 

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  
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Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Mon, 5 Jan 2015 10:48:39 -0600
From: John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>
To: Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>, Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov>,  

Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>,  Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>

Message-ID: <CAFK4n_Xk6ZHPO+v0_wFamG9+E=cP9b26D0R5jt7n+c=iYFcrsA@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: b192e5d80ef64425c522fa2e43a96490
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

Mike Mitchell, 
 

Rob mentioned that you were going back to the requester for clarification on a few items.  I wanted to 
verify that this is correct and suggest you get clarification on the bullet, "Any budget analysis or project 
reviews".  

thanks

Sincerely,

John Caswell

Deputy Director

Design and Construction Division (CCP)

U.S. General Services Administration

Great Lakes Region, Public Buildings Service

230 S. Dearborn Street, Suite 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

work 312 353 0888 
cell 

john.caswell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 11:14 AM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Robert Green - 5PCC <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>, Oana 
Oprean <oana.oprean@gsa.gov> 

FYI

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.
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As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  

--

Michael Messerle

Branch Manager

U.S. General Services Administration

Design and Construction Division

230 South Dearborn Street

Suite 3600

Chicago, Illinois 60604

312-353-2093  
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Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Tue, 16 Dec 2014 13:36:16 -0600
From: John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>
To: Tom Hawkins - LD5 <thomas.hawkins@gsa.gov>, Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov>
Cc: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Oana Sandru - 5P2PQD 

<oana.oprean@gsa.gov>,  Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno 
- 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>,  Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>

Message-ID: <CAFK4n_V6dg=drJgi6NZ+hwZN+WQQpBCS6VkiL2Lcf8wn-0D_mA@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 728932a392bc7f8ccd6448cb48650729
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

Tom, 
 

Please see the attached FOIA we received for the Whipple ARRA project.  The team will begin to 
assemble the documents for Legal review prior to issuance to the requester. 

Sincerely,

John Caswell

Deputy Director

Design and Construction Division (CCP)

U.S. General Services Administration

Great Lakes Region, Public Buildings Service

230 S. Dearborn Street, Suite 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

work 312 353 0888 
cell 

john.caswell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 11:14 AM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Robert Green - 5PCC <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>, Oana 
Oprean <oana.oprean@gsa.gov> 

FYI

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.
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Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  

--

Michael Messerle

Branch Manager

U.S. General Services Administration

Design and Construction Division

230 South Dearborn Street

Suite 3600

Chicago, Illinois 60604

312-353-2093   
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Subject: Re: Background info and Spend Plans
Date: Thu, 15 Jan 2015 10:50:01 -0600
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
To: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CALqhcZXZ-kfczZaGYsXn34p8TPo_4TJwWGLUiMEUc+0rBywP8Q@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 42791a6b1bcbab4b6e8f107017dbe775
Attachments: Lyden_Response.docx 

Lucrezia - 
 

I put together a bare bones response. I'm not sure where you wanted to highlight the budget 
information we discussed, but it should probably go after bullet 1. I'll eventually include what we're 
providing and what is being withheld in each section, but I don't know if everyone is done producing 
documents, etc. yet?

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

On Mon, Jan 12, 2015 at 1:01 PM, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks. 

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

On Mon, Jan 12, 2015 at 1:00 PM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

I was able to extend until Jan. 23.

On Jan 12, 2015 12:54 PM, "Lucrezia Patruno - 5P" <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi

The spend plans are public information.  Central Office is withholding the background data.  We are 
looking at the mods and we can have Ozanne work on retrieving the mods, if necessary.   I also have a 
spreadsheet that shows the timeline of the added funds that will provide a nice chronology of the 
added funds. 
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We are requesting an extension.  

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

On Mon, Jan 12, 2015 at 12:36 PM, John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Lucrezia,

So if we are withholding the Spend Plans, what documents are we providing?  

Mike

The response was due last Friday.  What was sent?

Sincerely,

John Caswell

Deputy Director

Design and Construction Division (CCP)

U.S. General Services Administration

Great Lakes Region, Public Buildings Service

230 S. Dearborn Street, Suite 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

work 312 353 0888
cell 

john.caswell@gsa.gov

On Thu, Jan 8, 2015 at 4:50 PM, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

FYI

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_mike.mitchell@gsa.gov_0

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Lisa Dall - LD5 <lisa.dall@gsa.gov>
Date: Thu, Jan 8, 2015 at 4:48 PM 
Subject: Re: Background info and Spend Plans 
To: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

That's fine.  I talked to Seth about this earlier today.

Thanks

On Thu, Jan 8, 2015 at 3:41 PM, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Matt.  I will defer to our Regional Counsel, Lisa Dall. 

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

On Thu, Jan 8, 2015 at 1:26 PM, Matt Radford - PCBF <matt.radford@gsa.gov> wrote:

(b) (5)
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Matt Radford

Director, Program Management

Office of Design and Construction

o. 202.219.0906

On Wed, Jan 7, 2015 at 9:27 AM, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

--

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This email message and any attachments to this email may contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. Please do not forward this 
message without permission. If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the content of this transmission is strictly 
prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by telephone 
or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, any attachments thereto and all 
copies thereof. 
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Subject: Re: GSA FOIA Clarification
Date: Tue, 2 Aug 2016 14:23:57 -0400
From: Hyacinth Perrault - H1F <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov>
To: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAA19y0v69tbugUyRs7rj=nsQ7BXx9Ks8GwdqTft1yk2RXCgfzg@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: f1e5d6b95b9e8f0f2670a99099957560
Attachments: 000202_Lyden_Final RL_3.30.15.pdf 

Hi there, 

Here it is - it was abbreviated, and thank you so much

__________________________________Hyacinth Perrault

Lead Government Information Specialist

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requester Service Center

Management & Oversight Division (H1C) 

National Office  | GSA | Office of Administrative Services (H)

1800 F St. NW, Washington, DC 20405

Cell:  

On Tue, Aug 2, 2016 at 2:19 PM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hey Hyacinth -

Wanted to follow back up with you on this. I downloaded the documents, but it doesn't look like there's 
any sort of response letter. Could you take a look and pass along if you find something?

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

On Thu, Jul 28, 2016 at 9:13 AM, Hyacinth Perrault - H1F <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov> wrote:

Yes, that can be done, and thank you so much.

__________________________________Hyacinth Perrault

Lead Government Information Specialist

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requester Service Center

Management & Oversight Division (H1C) 

National Office  | GSA | Office of Administrative Services (H)

1800 F St. NW, Washington, DC 20405

Cell:  
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On Thu, Jul 28, 2016 at 9:20 AM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

I agree - strange indeed.

I'll be out of the office until next week, but I'm happy to send everything at that point. I'm not sure if I 
have the files still, but I could pull them off FOIAOnline, right?

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

On Thu, Jul 28, 2016 at 6:23 AM, Hyacinth Perrault - H1F <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Mike, Good Morning,

Yes, this is quite strange.  I just checked FOIAOnline, and 32 individual files were released to him on 
March 30, 2015 from Tamera, so really not understanding why he did not receive the information.

By chance, do you still have the 31 Files you sent Tamera?  If you do, and if possible, may I send you the 
approved signed Letter from Travis and can you UPS Overnight the FOIA ?

Please let me know and thank you.

__________________________________Hyacinth Perrault

Lead Government Information Specialist

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requester Service Center

Management & Oversight Division (H1C) 

National Office  | GSA | Office of Administrative Services (H)

1800 F St. NW, Washington, DC 20405

Cell:  

On Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 3:29 PM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hey Hyacinth -

I received this email a few minutes ago. I checked the record and it looks like release occurred in March 
2015, so I'm not sure why he's claiming he didn't receive it?

(b) (6)
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Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Tom Lyden <
Date: Tue, Jul 26, 2016 at 2:26 PM 
Subject: Re: GSA FOIA Clarification 
To: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> 

Dear GSA FOIA,  

I have never received information detailed below regarding a FOIA of budgetary issues involving the 
Whipple Building in Bloomington, MN.  It’s more than a year and a half after information was supposed 
to be delivered.  Could you update me on the status of this request. 

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Dec 29, 2014, at 11:39 AM, GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov> wrote:

This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act request dated 
October 21, 2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information regarding the renovation of 
the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting the following information for GSA: An 
itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA 
funding. This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant 
improvements costs and move costs.Any budget analysis or project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy 
cost savings along with projections of recouping costs.A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any 
emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV.

 

Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should 
expect a final reply on or before Friday, 23 January  2015.  

 

I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
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U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:44 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Hey Mike,

Thanks for reaching out for clarification.  I’m looking for any analysis or project reviews that might 
describe cost overruns, or difficulties in executing the project on time and on budget.  My 
understanding is there might be monthly periodic reviews of the project, and a final project analysis 
about whether the project achieved its job creation goals.  

I hope that helps.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Jan 5, 2015, at 11:25 AM, Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi Tom -

Hope you had a great holiday. I wanted to reach out to you regarding your recent FOIA request about 
recently-completed work at the Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota.

We're hoping you can clarify what you mean when you mention "any budget analysis or project 
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reviews." I'm hoping you can get a little more specific about what exactly you might be looking for.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov   
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Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Wed, 17 Dec 2014 17:55:34 -0600
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
To: Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Cc: Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell <john.caswell@gsa.gov>,  Michael 

Messerle <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, William Sonenberg 
<william.sonenberg@gsa.gov>,  Jennifer Enyart <jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>, Cat Langel - 
ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>

Message-ID: <CAP1jAVzhaGFmok0BhTLsae=NUJvJkfHAoWZfau+-3g0MY4ABCw@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 590781b98480eeb0e4ec7a1dc752c60f
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf ; 

PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_#1_(03.31.2009).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#2_(01.19.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#3__(03.05.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#4_(06.24.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#6_(12.16.2010).pdf 
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Lucrezia Patruno

Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533 
Cell: 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell
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Subject: FOIA GSA-2015-000202 Document Resend
Date: Wed, 3 Aug 2016 10:37:01 -0500
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
To: Tom Lyden <
Cc: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>
Bcc: Hyacinth Perrault - H1F <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov>, Travis Lewis - H1F 

<travis.lewis@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CALqhcZX8eJsZr1G-h=4DM=XstbDngahoYesRjtSXzzirMHn0ZQ@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: bc96b7218a1205c9a663d8d0c5b1374a
Attachments: 000202_Lyden_Final RL_3.30.15.pdf ; Lyden_000202.zip 

Mr. Lyden - 
 
This email is  in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), GSA Number (2015-000202), dated 
December 4, 2014, in which you stated you never received.  According to our records, the Final Disposition 
was sent to you on March 30, 2015, via FOIAOnline.

Provided as attached is the Final Response Letter and Responsive Documents.

Should you have any specific questions regarding you FOIA request, please let me know.

Thank you,

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  
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Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Tue, 16 Dec 2014 11:14:18 -0600
From: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>
To: Robert Green - 5PCC <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell - 5PCC 

<john.caswell@gsa.gov>,  Oana Oprean <oana.oprean@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CA+nY3yQqApVFZr+WPvECJWWCbxBhcRA7bHhF6=MYLJABwp69BQ@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: c31f04fa793c983d36d61e95690ec4ee
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

FYI 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  

--

Michael Messerle

Branch Manager

U.S. General Services Administration

Design and Construction Division

230 South Dearborn Street
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Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Tue, 16 Dec 2014 13:36:16 -0600
From: John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>
To: Tom Hawkins - LD5 <thomas.hawkins@gsa.gov>, Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov>
Cc: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Oana Sandru - 5P2PQD 

<oana.oprean@gsa.gov>,  Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno 
- 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>,  Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>

Message-ID: <CAFK4n_V6dg=drJgi6NZ+hwZN+WQQpBCS6VkiL2Lcf8wn-0D_mA@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: c316e7b539919b739f0d2e69c5f33c78
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

Tom,

Please see the attached FOIA we received for the Whipple ARRA project.  The team will begin to 
assemble the documents for Legal review prior to issuance to the requester. 

Sincerely,

John Caswell

Deputy Director

Design and Construction Division (CCP)

U.S. General Services Administration

Great Lakes Region, Public Buildings Service

230 S. Dearborn Street, Suite 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

work 312 353 0888 
cell 

john.caswell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 11:14 AM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Robert Green - 5PCC <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>, Oana 
Oprean <oana.oprean@gsa.gov> 

FYI

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_oana.sandru@gsa.gov_0

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  

--

Michael Messerle

Branch Manager

U.S. General Services Administration

Design and Construction Division

230 South Dearborn Street

Suite 3600

Chicago, Illinois 60604

312-353-2093   
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Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Tue, 16 Dec 2014 13:36:16 -0600
From: John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>
To: Tom Hawkins - LD5 <thomas.hawkins@gsa.gov>, Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov>
Cc: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Oana Sandru - 5P2PQD 

<oana.oprean@gsa.gov>,  Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno 
- 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>,  Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>

Message-ID: <CAFK4n_V6dg=drJgi6NZ+hwZN+WQQpBCS6VkiL2Lcf8wn-0D_mA@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: a10efbb4e530972cdbff3172ab7ab7b1
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

Tom, 
 

Please see the attached FOIA we received for the Whipple ARRA project.  The team will begin to 
assemble the documents for Legal review prior to issuance to the requester. 

Sincerely,

John Caswell

Deputy Director

Design and Construction Division (CCP)

U.S. General Services Administration

Great Lakes Region, Public Buildings Service

230 S. Dearborn Street, Suite 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

work 312 353 0888 
cell 

john.caswell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 11:14 AM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Robert Green - 5PCC <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>, Oana 
Oprean <oana.oprean@gsa.gov> 

FYI

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.
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Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  

--

Michael Messerle

Branch Manager

U.S. General Services Administration

Design and Construction Division

230 South Dearborn Street

Suite 3600

Chicago, Illinois 60604

312-353-2093   
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Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Wed, 17 Dec 2014 17:55:34 -0600
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
To: Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Cc: Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell <john.caswell@gsa.gov>,  Michael 

Messerle <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, William Sonenberg 
<william.sonenberg@gsa.gov>,  Jennifer Enyart <jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>, Cat Langel - 
ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>

Message-ID: <CAP1jAVzhaGFmok0BhTLsae=NUJvJkfHAoWZfau+-3g0MY4ABCw@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 20a45ae07e7387dd020543ba2afb3963
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf ; 

PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_#1_(03.31.2009).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#2_(01.19.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#3__(03.05.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#4_(06.24.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#6_(12.16.2010).pdf 
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Lucrezia Patruno

Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533 
Cell: 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

(b) (6)

(b) (5)
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Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Thu, 8 Jan 2015 09:50:31 -0600
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
To: Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAP1jAVxmQUjn0XQgQ5Ksq_HpN3NSYdPqCcGYxcYG9jyXaS6mEw@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 6fa0c1b980addb243992f47a19a04fc8
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf ; 

PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_#1_(03.31.2009).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#2_(01.19.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#3__(03.05.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#4_(06.24.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#6_(12.16.2010).pdf 

This is the email I was referring to.    
 

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533 
Cell: 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
Date: Wed, Dec 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> 
Cc: Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell <john.caswell@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, William Sonenberg <william.sonenberg@gsa.gov>, Jennifer Enyart 
<jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>, Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

(b) (6)

(b) (5)
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Lucrezia Patruno

Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

(b) (6)

(b) (5)
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I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov   

(b) (6)
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Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Mon, 5 Jan 2015 10:48:39 -0600
From: John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>
To: Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>, Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov>,  

Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>,  Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>

Message-ID: <CAFK4n_Xk6ZHPO+v0_wFamG9+E=cP9b26D0R5jt7n+c=iYFcrsA@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 77d8dbbb6da3ea2361cf22f222094396
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

Mike Mitchell, 
 

Rob mentioned that you were going back to the requester for clarification on a few items.  I wanted to 
verify that this is correct and suggest you get clarification on the bullet, "Any budget analysis or project 
reviews".  

thanks

Sincerely,

John Caswell

Deputy Director

Design and Construction Division (CCP)

U.S. General Services Administration

Great Lakes Region, Public Buildings Service

230 S. Dearborn Street, Suite 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

work 312 353 0888 
cell 

john.caswell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 11:14 AM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Robert Green - 5PCC <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>, Oana 
Oprean <oana.oprean@gsa.gov> 

FYI

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

(b) (6)
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As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  

--

Michael Messerle

Branch Manager

U.S. General Services Administration

Design and Construction Division

230 South Dearborn Street

Suite 3600

Chicago, Illinois 60604

312-353-2093  

(b) (6)
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Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Tue, 16 Dec 2014 11:14:18 -0600
From: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>
To: Robert Green - 5PCC <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell - 5PCC 

<john.caswell@gsa.gov>,  Oana Oprean <oana.oprean@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CA+nY3yQqApVFZr+WPvECJWWCbxBhcRA7bHhF6=MYLJABwp69BQ@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: b0ec868071455948e3465d4b2318176c
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

FYI 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  

--

Michael Messerle

Branch Manager

U.S. General Services Administration

Design and Construction Division

230 South Dearborn Street

(b) (6)
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Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Wed, 17 Dec 2014 08:09:36 -0600
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
To: Allison Azevedo <allison.azevedo@gsa.gov>, Jennifer Enyart <jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>,  

Robert Nawrocki <robert.nawrocki@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAP1jAVzneMRcQB0H8YRyF+rTMOLGTt_3B3wSQNqp5M5nBPPVNw@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: a7afd4841ff8d7fad2ade63c5187ab99
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

With attachment.  
 

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533 
Cell: 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

(b) (6)
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Subject: Re: FOIA
Date: Mon, 5 Jan 2015 16:14:29 -0600
From: Lisa Dall - LD5 <lisa.dall@gsa.gov>
To: Seth Greenfeld - LG <seth.greenfeld@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CANsQ2FbGUTOWsgci0kR5U44U68oadimK5OeeL4NspPv8_hmHeg@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: fb2136336005bf09ee41f197f9b49fbb
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

oops! 
 

On Mon, Jan 5, 2015 at 3:48 PM, Seth Greenfeld - LG <seth.greenfeld@gsa.gov> wrote:

I did not see an attachment on the e-mail I received.

Seth 

On Mon, Jan 5, 2015 at 2:49 PM, Lisa Dall - LD5 <lisa.dall@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hey Seth -  I left you a voice mail but thought I would send you a copy of the FOIA request as well.  As I 
mentioned in my message, I was wondering if GSA has received these type of requests in the past and if 
so, were certain request or documents routinely denied?

Let me know.

Thanks,

Lisa

--

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This email message and any attachments to this email may contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. Please do not forward this 
message without permission. If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the content of this transmission is strictly 
prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by telephone 
or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, any attachments thereto and all 
copies thereof. 

--

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This email message and any attachments to this email may contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. Please do not forward this 
message without permission. If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
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Subject: Fwd: Whipple Building
Date: Fri, 21 Nov 2014 17:39:09 -0800
From: Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov>
To: "Cat Langel (ZP1B)" <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <-9060251924801057217@unknownmsgid>
MD5: a71308d62d200d9abed3375d4fa287ae

FYI 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Tom Lyden <  
Date: November 21, 2014 at 5:38:01 PM PST 
To: Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Whipple Building

 

Hey Brad,

I have some bad news. At 5:48, TSA sent me the email below. I had already left and I’m just seeing it 
now.

They delivered on some cost details.  And since I gave them a deadline of 6pm CST, I feel obligated to 
include it.

And, it’s sort of hysterical that they sent it at 5:48 on a Friday anyway.

So, bottom line, I need to change two paragraphs. And reshoot the tag.  

If you can’t, I totally get that.  But I’ll probably have to have someone else do it and touch your stuff (so 
to speak).

Seriously, bummed.  Believe me. Let me know.  Anytime good for me.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 21, 2014, at 5:48 PM, Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hello Tom,

Thanks for your inquiry regarding the cost of Whipple Federal Building. 

The $170 million cost provided to you previously includes American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
(ARRA) design and construction funding only. 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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I saw that Cat is out of the office.  Below is an email I sent her regarding a story I’m working on 
regarding the Whipple Building in Minneapolis.  My deadline is Friday afternoon. Thanks.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom Lyden <  

Subject: Re: Whipple Building

Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 

To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

(b) (6)
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The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 

(b) (6)
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information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

(b) (6)
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612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 

Tom Lyden 
FOX 9 News 

(b) (6)
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Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.
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Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

(b) (6)
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The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)





Folder: GSA-2017-000172_stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov_0

Subject: Fwd: Whipple Building
Date: Thu, 20 Nov 2014 14:21:33 -0600
From: Tom Lyden <
To: stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov
Message-ID: <BE417F66-39E7-4AE4-A5B2-5E333F3AD661@gmail.com>
MD5: 5399875b5584223339c99f6513587e04

Stephanie, 
 

I saw that Cat is out of the office.  Below is an email I sent her regarding a story I’m working on 
regarding the Whipple Building in Minneapolis.  My deadline is Friday afternoon. Thanks.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom Lyden <  
Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 
To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644
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On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644
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Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.
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On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
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From: Tom Lyden <  
Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 
To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,
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I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 
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The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat
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On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 

Tom Lyden 
FOX 9 News 
612-414-8644

--

Cat Langel

Regional Public Affairs Officer

Office of Communications and Marketing

U.S. General Services Administration
Great Lakes Region
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Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom Lyden <  

Subject: Re: Whipple Building

Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 

To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.
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On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
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creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?
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Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 

Tom Lyden 
FOX 9 News 
612-414-8644

--

Cat Langel

Regional Public Affairs Officer
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Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom Lyden <

Subject: Re: Whipple Building

Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 

To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 
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Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.
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Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644
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On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 

Tom Lyden 
FOX 9 News 
612-414-8644
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Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom Lyden <  
Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 
To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:
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Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
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modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:
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Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 

Tom Lyden 
FOX 9 News 
612-414-8644
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Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Fri, 21 Nov 2014 08:35:16 -0800
From: Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov>
To: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
Cc: Michael Virgilio - 5PME <michael.virgilio@gsa.gov>,  Jennifer Enyart - 5P 

<jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>, Diana Vaughan - 5PM <diana.vaughan@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAFbO3ufb07xzNUNy63KHQvMC8bbPOnYrt9FwtwP9UcBqZTLYqQ@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: c1ec1122ea9202576e63f09986d233a5
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From: Tom Lyden <
Date: Thu, Nov 20, 2014 at 12:21 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Whipple Building 
To: stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov

Stephanie,

I saw that Cat is out of the office.  Below is an email I sent her regarding a story I’m working on 
regarding the Whipple Building in Minneapolis.  My deadline is Friday afternoon. Thanks.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom Lyden <  

Subject: Re: Whipple Building

Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 

To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644
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On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov_0

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.
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On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat
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Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom Lyden <

Subject: Re: Whipple Building

Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 

To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 
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Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.
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Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644
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On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 

Tom Lyden 
FOX 9 News 
612-414-8644
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Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Thu, 20 Nov 2014 17:46:30 -0600
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
To: Michael Virgilio - 5PME <michael.virgilio@gsa.gov>
Cc: Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov>,  Jennifer Enyart - 5P 

<jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>, Diana Vaughan - 5PM <diana.vaughan@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAP1jAVzJ7S4aSd4LvoaRE1kpvAJj0O_nYtYZMDSZP1WqjBOQ1g@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 159efe5a113f72af066e0cb8981addd1

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533 
Cell: 

On Thu, Nov 20, 2014 at 5:44 PM, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> wrote:

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 
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Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom Lyden <

Subject: Re: Whipple Building

Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 

To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.
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On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
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The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?
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Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 

Tom Lyden 
FOX 9 News 
612-414-8644

--

Cat Langel

Regional Public Affairs Officer

Office of Communications and Marketing

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov_0

Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Thu, 20 Nov 2014 17:44:49 -0600
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
To: Michael Virgilio - 5PME <michael.virgilio@gsa.gov>
Cc: Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov>,  Jennifer Enyart - 5P 

<jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>, Diana Vaughan - 5PM <diana.vaughan@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAP1jAVzgZJ8BvhHLWw2=yqOejjPjXHh2kh9WuP+pLtKbZ-qCfQ@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 5a908847f33fc905c4a7c65889fc681b

Lucrezia Patruno 
Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

On Thu, Nov 20, 2014 at 4:46 PM, Michael Virgilio - 5PME <michael.virgilio@gsa.gov> wrote:

Stephanie, I'm sorry I can't really help with that given the short time-frame.  Questions related to 
project costs will be best answered by Lucrezia P.

On Thu, Nov 20, 2014 at 2:37 PM, Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hello Jennifer and Michael,

I'm covering for Cat this week and received the below follow up questions from Tom Lyden at FOX 9 
regards the cost and energy savings at the Whipple Federal Building.  

Could you please advise on who can best address these questions.

Note, his deadline is tomorrow mid-day. 

Thank you.  Stephanie
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arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644
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On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
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one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:
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A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  
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Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
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the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?
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"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644
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On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 
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A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644
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Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:
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Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 
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Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?
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"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644
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On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 
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A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644
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Subject: RECALL Re: Whipple Building
Date: Fri, 21 Nov 2014 19:39:36 -0600
From: Tom Lyden <
To: Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <A59C7F23-AE6F-427C-941E-CE90E56FC06C@gmail.com>
MD5: 2bb50aff5bc3aa3e166429f7aca08f78

Sorry Stephanie, I’d like to recall the email below. 
 

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 21, 2014, at 7:38 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Hey Brad,

I have some bad news. At 5:48, TSA sent me the email below. I had already left and I’m just seeing it 
now.

They delivered on some cost details.  And since I gave them a deadline of 6pm CST, I feel obligated to 
include it.

And, it’s sort of hysterical that they sent it at 5:48 on a Friday anyway.

So, bottom line, I need to change two paragraphs. And reshoot the tag.  

If you can’t, I totally get that.  But I’ll probably have to have someone else do it and touch your stuff (so 
to speak).

Seriously, bummed.  Believe me. Let me know.  Anytime good for me.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 21, 2014, at 5:48 PM, Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hello Tom,

Thanks for your inquiry regarding the cost of Whipple Federal Building. 
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Stephanie,

I saw that Cat is out of the office.  Below is an email I sent her regarding a story I’m working on 
regarding the Whipple Building in Minneapolis.  My deadline is Friday afternoon. Thanks.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom Lyden <  

Subject: Re: Whipple Building

Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 

To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:
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Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 
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Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?
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Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 
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Subject: Fwd: RECALL Re: Whipple Building
Date: Fri, 21 Nov 2014 17:41:26 -0800
From: Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov>
To: "Cat Langel (ZP1B)" <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <-5995890119792373482@unknownmsgid>
MD5: 32f9da8ca375090146651e29e1788afc

it gets better. 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Tom Lyden <  
Date: November 21, 2014 at 5:39:36 PM PST 
To: Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov> 
Subject: RECALL Re: Whipple Building

 

Sorry Stephanie, I’d like to recall the email below.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 21, 2014, at 7:38 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Hey Brad,

I have some bad news. At 5:48, TSA sent me the email below. I had already left and I’m just seeing it 
now.

They delivered on some cost details.  And since I gave them a deadline of 6pm CST, I feel obligated to 
include it.

And, it’s sort of hysterical that they sent it at 5:48 on a Friday anyway.

So, bottom line, I need to change two paragraphs. And reshoot the tag.  

If you can’t, I totally get that.  But I’ll probably have to have someone else do it and touch your stuff (so 
to speak).

Seriously, bummed.  Believe me. Let me know.  Anytime good for me.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644
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Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:
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Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 
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Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden < wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?
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Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Fri, 21 Nov 2014 19:38:01 -0600
From: Tom Lyden <
To: Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <251C9965-384D-4B64-A76D-62E8B49B7034@gmail.com>
MD5: 1b0891bfb563de6057f0c9dafe17a85a

Hey Brad, 
 

I have some bad news. At 5:48, TSA sent me the email below. I had already left and I’m just seeing it 
now.

They delivered on some cost details.  And since I gave them a deadline of 6pm CST, I feel obligated to 
include it.

And, it’s sort of hysterical that they sent it at 5:48 on a Friday anyway.

So, bottom line, I need to change two paragraphs. And reshoot the tag.  

If you can’t, I totally get that.  But I’ll probably have to have someone else do it and touch your stuff (so 
to speak).

Seriously, bummed.  Believe me. Let me know.  Anytime good for me.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 21, 2014, at 5:48 PM, Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hello Tom,

Thanks for your inquiry regarding the cost of Whipple Federal Building. 

The $170 million cost provided to you previously includes American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
(ARRA) design and construction funding only. 

The $196 million you noted from usaspending.gov includes ARRA and non ARRA funding that includes 
design, construction and related costs, tenant improvement costs, and move costs.   

We are working on getting you the energy cost savings information you requested. 

Best, Stephanie

Stephanie Kenitzer
Regional Public Affairs Officer

Office of Communications and Marketing

U.S. General Services Administration

Northwest/Arctic Region 
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Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom Lyden <  

Subject: Re: Whipple Building

Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 

To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 

The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov_0

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.
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The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?
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Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 

Tom Lyden 
FOX 9 News 
612-414-8644

--
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Subject: Re: Whipple Building
Date: Fri, 21 Nov 2014 19:39:56 -0600
From: Tom Lyden <
To: Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <A2029A84-AB9F-4D3D-ACB0-1D791343E0D6@gmail.com>
MD5: cf39687900f7e5610250bbcafcb8d8d3

By the way, got your email. ;) 
Tom Lyden 

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 21, 2014, at 7:38 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Hey Brad,

I have some bad news. At 5:48, TSA sent me the email below. I had already left and I’m just seeing it 
now.

They delivered on some cost details.  And since I gave them a deadline of 6pm CST, I feel obligated to 
include it.

And, it’s sort of hysterical that they sent it at 5:48 on a Friday anyway.

So, bottom line, I need to change two paragraphs. And reshoot the tag.  

If you can’t, I totally get that.  But I’ll probably have to have someone else do it and touch your stuff (so 
to speak).

Seriously, bummed.  Believe me. Let me know.  Anytime good for me.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 21, 2014, at 5:48 PM, Stephanie Kenitzer - ZBA <stephanie.kenitzer@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hello Tom,

Thanks for your inquiry regarding the cost of Whipple Federal Building. 

The $170 million cost provided to you previously includes American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
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I saw that Cat is out of the office.  Below is an email I sent her regarding a story I’m working on 
regarding the Whipple Building in Minneapolis.  My deadline is Friday afternoon. Thanks.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom Lyden <  

Subject: Re: Whipple Building

Date: November 20, 2014 at 2:17:26 PM CST 

To: Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Hey Cat,

A couple of quick follow up questions regarding Whipple.  

Below is an email where you say construction and related costs are $157 million, plus design is $13 
million, for a total of $170 million.  And that the project was on budget and on time.

I came across a published report that has slightly different figures:

"As of May 28, the Whipple building project, with all the supplemental agreements awarded to Ryan 

and HGA, has cost the GSA $176,386,758 ($162 million for Ryan, and $14 million for HGA), according to 

usaspending.gov, which tracks federal spending by project.

Throw in electrical services and some expenses for moving agencies in the building, which were 

awarded to other vendors, and the total is $196 million since 2009. That doesn’t include the cost to 

arrange temporary office space where most of the Whipple employees landed during construction.”

My question:  are those figures accurate or in dispute?  

Second question: your colleague Gina Gilliam sent an email that water use at Whipple is down 60% and 

energy use is down 40%.  What is the actual annual cost savings?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Nov 7, 2014, at 4:43 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom. 
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The below information is provided in response to the first half of your inquiry. I'm working to verify 
data, and will ask my colleague get back to you next week, as I'm out of the office. 

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

Construction and related costs for the project were $157 million, and project design was $13 million. 
For an itemized breakdown of renovation costs, you can submit a FOIA request to GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov.

On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Cat,

I’m wondering the status of an interview request regarding the Whipple Building.  In addition, we are 
requesting access to video tape the public portions of the building (i.e. the lobby, the cafeteria, etc…).

In addition, we are requesting any itemized breakdown of the cost of the renovation as well as any 
information on whether energy savings projected had been achieved.  If you are not the person to 
direct this request to, let me know the appropriate entity.  

Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 29, 2014, at 4:25 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Tom, I'll see what I can do. 

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:43 PM, <  wrote:

Really? No one to talk about a nearly $200M renovation? 

Tom Lyden

Fox 9 News

(612) 414-8644

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2014, at 3:40 PM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote: 
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Hi, Tom. I don't have anyone in the area who could speak on camera about the project. Below is some 
information on the work done.

Thanks,

 Cat

Response:

The Recovery Act project at the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building included a full building 
modernization, with a budget of $170 million. The project was completed on time and on budget.

The major renovations at the building are expected to result in a 30 percent reduction in energy use, 
creating significant saving for years to come and transforming it into a high performing green building. 
The project also provides federal agencies the space they need to serve the American people. 

The full modernization includes new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing; geothermal and other 
sustainable energy systems; and outfitting the space to meet agencies’ needs. This modernization 
makes critical investments to protect the value of this federal property.

Background:

Capital improvements in our buildings enable GSA to make necessary investments in our infrastructure, 
ultimately extending the useful life of buildings, such as the Whipple Federal Building, to better serve 
the American people. The renovations replace original equipment installed 40 years ago with modern, 
energy efficient equipment that will decrease operating costs for years to come. 

The project scope includes entirely new mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems that also take 
advantage of the installation of a geothermal ground source heat pumps system, which offers long-
term operational efficiencies; a new solar array that now provides 60 percent of the domestic hot 
water; and specific tenant improvements to meet office space needs. 

A geothermal ground source system has replaced the conventional heating and cooling system and will 
provide 100 percent of heating and cooling requirements, which will dramatically reduce the cost of 
utilities. The 800 vertical heat exchangers provide the heat transfer area needed to heat and cool the 
building, reducing the use of fossil fuels. With a network of more than 76 miles of piping under the 
building’s parking lots, this is one of the largest geothermal installations of its kind in Minnesota, and 
one of the largest installations for GSA. 

Additional elements of the project include new building lighting system and controls; new security 
enhancements; new exterior wall insulation and windows; replacement of the fire life safety systems; 
and complete and thorough environmental remediation. 

Approximately $161 million of the project’s budget was spent within a 100 mile radius of the job site, 
and 26 percent of all contracts issued went to small businesses.

On Wed, Oct 29, 2014 at 3:10 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

Anyone available to talk about the renovations?
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Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 24, 2014, at 9:14 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, Tom. I am working to see if someone is available to show the renovations. Could you give me 
an idea of the angle/focus of your story?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 11:23 AM, Tom Lyden <  wrote:

My deadline is next week and I would love someone locally to tell me me/show me the renovations.

My basic question is what was done and how much did it cost?

Thanks!

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

On Oct 23, 2014, at 8:25 AM, Cat Langel <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Tom.

I can look into this. Do you have specific questions about the project? Also, what's your deadline?

Thanks,

 Cat

On Wed, Oct 22, 2014 at 4:52 PM, Tom Lyden <  wrote: 
Hey Catherine, 

My name is Tom Lyden and I’m a reporter with FOX 9 News (KMSP-TV, Minneapolis-St. Paul).  I’m 
inquiring about the Whipple Building project, and I’m wondering if you can tell me about the 
renovation projects that have gone on in the last four years.  I know about the ventilation/heating 
project at $150 million.  But I understand there’ve been others that bring the total to $500 million.  
What can you tell me about those other projects? And is there a local GSA contact? 
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Subject: FOIA GSA-2015-000202 - Notification of 10- Day Extension (Correction)
Date: Mon, 29 Dec 2014 12:39:54 -0500
From: GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov>
To: Tom Lyden <
Bcc: tamera.ellerbe@gsa.gov
Message-ID: <CAJDHzSd228HQ3S7R=V6q40hBrd=E+vu8KRE4MHoSGG4ORZ8hDg@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 73cf2a7873347753b6435162b8e34890

This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act 
request dated October 21, 2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information 
regarding the renovation of the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting 
the following information for GSA: An itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and 
construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA funding. This itemization would include money 
spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant improvements costs and move costs.Any budget 
analysis or project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy cost savings along with projections of 
recouping costs.A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any emails between and 
among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV. 

 

Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should 
expect a final reply on or before Friday, 23 January  2015.  

 

I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.
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Subject: A couple FOIAs for your office preview prior to release to the requester
Date: Thu, 19 Mar 2015 08:33:02 -0400
From: Travis Lewis - H1ABA <travis.lewis@gsa.gov>
To: Jackeline Stewart Stewart-Johnson - ZBB <jackeline.stewartjohnson@gsa.gov>
Bcc: tamera.lyons@gsa.gov
Message-ID: <CAADcavorzd7U5uF02JCZH86SV-xEwpWgoroYoCbq+sd3D9=fog@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 1cce27abddfeb5e753a345b1f90ecf8d

Good morning Jackie, 

I have a couple Media-related FOIAs that are just about ready for release to the requesters.  Bianca did 
not have chance to run these two by you prior to her departure yesterday.

Would you like me to send over the information or would you want to meet briefly on these two to 
discuss prior to our release to the requesters.

The two FOIA requests responses are the following:

1. GSA-2015-000463: Jeff McMenemy, Staff Reporter, The Portsmouth Herald 

Request for all information related to the appraisal of the federal McIntyre Building in downtown 
Portsmouth, NH. This includes all documents and emails related to the appraisal, any drafts of the 
appraisal, and the final appraisal.

2. GSA-2015-000202 Tom Lyden FOX 9 News,  KMSP-TV  

Request for all specific information regarding the renovation of the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal 
Building in Minnesota. 

-  An itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building 
ARRA & non-ARRA funding.  This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and 
related costs, tenant improvements costs and move costs. 

-  Any budget analysis or project reviews. 

-  Any cost analysis summarizing energy cost savings along with projections of recouping costs. 

-  A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building. 

-  Any emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or 
KMSP-TV."

Please let me know how you would like to proceed now as Bianca has transitioned over to USDA.  I will 
be glad to work with you and your team in which ever way is most efficient for you. 

Thank you,

Travis Lewis

Director, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)

GSA Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requester Service Center
Office of Administrative Services (H)

U.S. General Services Administration

1800 F St. NW, Washington, DC 20405
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Subject: FOIA GSA-2015-000202 - Notification of 10- Day Extension
Date: Mon, 29 Dec 2014 12:00:41 -0500
From: GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov>
To:
Bcc: tamera.ellerbe@gsa.gov
Message-ID: <CAJDHzSexnif12ZVYbcoox10NFREo4b+nu--yqALsa-vO0YzB9A@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: ff03e55cd88e982e571949c39ccb05de

Good Afternoon Ms. Edwards:
 

 

This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act request dated October 21, 
2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information regarding the renovation of the Henry Bishop 
Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting the following information for GSA: An itemized cost summary of the 
renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA funding. This itemization would include 
money spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant improvements costs and move costs.Any budget analysis or 
project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy cost savings along with projections of recouping costs.A detailed, 
itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage 
by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV.

 

Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should expect a 
final reply on or before Friday, 9 January  2015.  

 

I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.
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Subject: Preview of GSA-2015-000202 prior to release to requester
Date: Wed, 25 Mar 2015 10:22:03 -0400
From: Travis Lewis - H1ABA <travis.lewis@gsa.gov>
To: Jackeline Stewart Stewart-Johnson - ZBB <jackeline.stewartjohnson@gsa.gov>
Bcc: tamera.lyons@gsa.gov
Message-ID: <CAADcavqwVadjV0zgKLX2Rb9HkKQgMhT8iboAJoFzSYexk_+iZw@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 6e9e638627d058ecc6cf352008830937
Attachments: 000202.zip 

Hi Jackie, 
 
I wanted to provide your group a chance to review this FOIA response prior to our 
release to the requester.  Please let me know any comments you may have by COB on 
Monday March 30th.  If we do not hear back from you by then my office will release to 
the requester as is on the morning of March 31.  The response letter and 
the responsive documents are attached.  Also, I believe Cat Langel was 
also notified on this one from a Region 5 perspective.
 
Thank you and I am available to discuss any details anytime this week if needed.

Travis Lewis

Director, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)

GSA Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requester Service Center
Office of Administrative Services (H)

U.S. General Services Administration

1800 F St. NW, Washington, DC 20405

Office Phone: 202-219-3078

Cell Phone: 

E-mail: travis.lewis@gsa.gov  
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Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Tue, 16 Dec 2014 14:19:30 -0600
From: Tom Hawkins - LD5 <thomas.hawkins@gsa.gov>
To: Anna Morfoot - LD5 <anna.morfoot@gsa.gov>, Lisa Dall - LD5 <lisa.dall@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAC2m7SH1+NWExqeXdJDuOuWCXUvXziU71W1GcYz0S4064R5wsg@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 94b160904b104e579359fb7c7f7842bc
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

Anna: 

Pls assign  to Lisa.   Thank  you!

Thomas Hawkins
Regional  Counsel

GSA  Region  5

312 353 5423

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 1:36 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Tom Hawkins - LD5 <thomas.hawkins@gsa.gov>, Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov> 
Cc: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Oana Sandru - 5P2PQD 
<oana.oprean@gsa.gov>, Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P 
<lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>, Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> 

Tom,

Please see the attached FOIA we received for the Whipple ARRA project.  The team will begin to 
assemble the documents for Legal review prior to issuance to the requester. 

Sincerely,

John Caswell

Deputy Director

Design and Construction Division (CCP)

U.S. General Services Administration

Great Lakes Region, Public Buildings Service

230 S. Dearborn Street, Suite 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

work 312 353 0888
cell 

john.caswell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 11:14 AM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Robert Green - 5PCC <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>, Oana 
Oprean <oana.oprean@gsa.gov> 
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FYI

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  

--

Michael Messerle

Branch Manager

U.S. General Services Administration

Design and Construction Division

230 South Dearborn Street

Suite 3600

Chicago, Illinois 60604

312-353-2093    
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Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Tue, 16 Dec 2014 13:36:16 -0600
From: John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>
To: Tom Hawkins - LD5 <thomas.hawkins@gsa.gov>, Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov>
Cc: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Oana Sandru - 5P2PQD 

<oana.oprean@gsa.gov>,  Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno 
- 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>,  Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>

Message-ID: <CAFK4n_V6dg=drJgi6NZ+hwZN+WQQpBCS6VkiL2Lcf8wn-0D_mA@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 8afec8e57ac81e899488ac55a5b6965d
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf 

Tom, 
 

Please see the attached FOIA we received for the Whipple ARRA project.  The team will begin to 
assemble the documents for Legal review prior to issuance to the requester. 

Sincerely,

John Caswell

Deputy Director

Design and Construction Division (CCP)

U.S. General Services Administration

Great Lakes Region, Public Buildings Service

230 S. Dearborn Street, Suite 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

work 312 353 0888 
cell 

john.caswell@gsa.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Michael Messerle - 5PCCM <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 11:14 AM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Robert Green - 5PCC <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell - 5PCC <john.caswell@gsa.gov>, Oana 
Oprean <oana.oprean@gsa.gov> 

FYI

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.
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Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  

--

Michael Messerle

Branch Manager

U.S. General Services Administration

Design and Construction Division

230 South Dearborn Street

Suite 3600

Chicago, Illinois 60604

312-353-2093   

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_travis.lewis@gsa.gov_0

Subject: A couple FOIAs for your office preview prior to release to the requester
Date: Thu, 19 Mar 2015 08:33:02 -0400
From: Travis Lewis - H1ABA <travis.lewis@gsa.gov>
To: Jackeline Stewart Stewart-Johnson - ZBB <jackeline.stewartjohnson@gsa.gov>
Bcc: Tamera Ellerbe - H1ABA <tamera.lyons@gsa.gov>,  Hyacinth Perrault - H1ABA 

<hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAADcavorzd7U5uF02JCZH86SV-xEwpWgoroYoCbq+sd3D9=fog@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: b8d1fb2c0c9d1ca9fd5ea38954e2252e

Good morning Jackie, 

I have a couple Media-related FOIAs that are just about ready for release to the requesters.  Bianca did 
not have chance to run these two by you prior to her departure yesterday.

Would you like me to send over the information or would you want to meet briefly on these two to 
discuss prior to our release to the requesters.

The two FOIA requests responses are the following:

1. GSA-2015-000463: Jeff McMenemy, Staff Reporter, The Portsmouth Herald 

Request for all information related to the appraisal of the federal McIntyre Building in downtown 
Portsmouth, NH. This includes all documents and emails related to the appraisal, any drafts of the 
appraisal, and the final appraisal.

2. GSA-2015-000202 Tom Lyden FOX 9 News,  KMSP-TV  

Request for all specific information regarding the renovation of the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal 
Building in Minnesota. 

-  An itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building 
ARRA & non-ARRA funding.  This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and 
related costs, tenant improvements costs and move costs. 

-  Any budget analysis or project reviews. 

-  Any cost analysis summarizing energy cost savings along with projections of recouping costs. 

-  A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building. 

-  Any emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or 
KMSP-TV."

Please let me know how you would like to proceed now as Bianca has transitioned over to USDA.  I will 
be glad to work with you and your team in which ever way is most efficient for you. 

Thank you,

Travis Lewis

Director, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)

GSA Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requester Service Center
Office of Administrative Services (H)

U.S. General Services Administration

1800 F St. NW, Washington, DC 20405



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_travis.lewis@gsa.gov_0

Subject: Fwd: FOIA GSA-2015-000202 Document Resend
Date: Wed, 3 Aug 2016 11:50:41 -0400
From: Hyacinth Perrault - H1F <hyacinth.perrault@gsa.gov>
To: Travis Lewis - H1F <travis.lewis@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAA19y0txkY9Rg7jCz672DZRBjPP7iuUM8Huk3ApsHtD3+G_-vw@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 86da195d7dbb84c75bdf6d1ebc38491c
Attachments: 000202_Lyden_Final RL_3.30.15.pdf ; Lyden_000202.zip 

FYI:  Final Response re-sent to Mr. Lyden from Mike Mitchell. 

See below - we worked this one together - it's been interesting.

:-)
__________________________________Hyacinth Perrault

Lead Government Information Specialist

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requester Service Center

Management & Oversight Division (H1C) 

National Office  | GSA | Office of Administrative Services (H)

1800 F St. NW, Washington, DC 20405

Cell:  

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Wed, Aug 3, 2016 at 11:37 AM 
Subject: FOIA GSA-2015-000202 Document Resend 
To: Tom Lyden <  
Cc: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

Mr. Lyden -

This email is  in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), GSA Number (2015-000202), dated 
December 4, 2014, in which you stated you never received.  According to our records, the Final Disposition 
was sent to you on March 30, 2015, via FOIAOnline.

Provided as attached is the Final Response Letter and Responsive Documents.

Should you have any specific questions regarding you FOIA request, please let me know.

Thank you,

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_travis.lewis@gsa.gov_0

Subject: Preview of GSA-2015-000202 prior to release to requester
Date: Wed, 25 Mar 2015 10:22:03 -0400
From: Travis Lewis - H1ABA <travis.lewis@gsa.gov>
To: Jackeline Stewart Stewart-Johnson - ZBB <jackeline.stewartjohnson@gsa.gov>
Bcc: Tamera Ellerbe - H1ABA <tamera.lyons@gsa.gov>, Duane Fulton - H1AB 

<duane.fulton@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAADcavqwVadjV0zgKLX2Rb9HkKQgMhT8iboAJoFzSYexk_+iZw@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: dfab8bfbfe1438d93838ddb9e7cfb11e
Attachments: 000202.zip 

Hi Jackie, 
 
I wanted to provide your group a chance to review this FOIA response prior to our 
release to the requester.  Please let me know any comments you may have by COB on 
Monday March 30th.  If we do not hear back from you by then my office will release to 
the requester as is on the morning of March 31.  The response letter and 
the responsive documents are attached.  Also, I believe Cat Langel was 
also notified on this one from a Region 5 perspective.
 
Thank you and I am available to discuss any details anytime this week if needed.

Travis Lewis

Director, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)

GSA Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requester Service Center
Office of Administrative Services (H)

U.S. General Services Administration

1800 F St. NW, Washington, DC 20405

Office Phone: 202-219-3078

Cell Phone: 

E-mail: travis.lewis@gsa.gov  

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_vfe.10450.bianca.oden@gsa.gov_0

Subject: FOIA GSA-2015-000202 Document Resend
Date: Wed, 3 Aug 2016 10:37:01 -0500
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
To: Tom Lyden <
Cc: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>
Bcc: travis.lewis@gsa.gov
Message-ID: <CALqhcZX8eJsZr1G-h=4DM=XstbDngahoYesRjtSXzzirMHn0ZQ@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: f56dffa4b23302e0a2d79d4a05527aca
Attachments: 000202_Lyden_Final RL_3.30.15.pdf ; Lyden_000202.zip 

Mr. Lyden - 
 
This email is  in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), GSA Number (2015-000202), dated 
December 4, 2014, in which you stated you never received.  According to our records, the Final Disposition 
was sent to you on March 30, 2015, via FOIAOnline.

Provided as attached is the Final Response Letter and Responsive Documents.

Should you have any specific questions regarding you FOIA request, please let me know.

Thank you,

Mike Mitchell

Communications Specialist

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service

Great Lakes Region

Phone: (312) 385-3016

Cell: 

Fax: (312) 353-9320

mike.mitchell@gsa.gov  

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_vfe.12580.gsa.foia@gsa.gov_0

Subject: FOIA GSA-2015-000202 - Notification of 10- Day Extension (Correction)
Date: Mon, 29 Dec 2014 12:39:54 -0500
From: GSA FOIA <gsa.foia@gsa.gov>
To: Tom Lyden <
Message-ID: <CAJDHzSd228HQ3S7R=V6q40hBrd=E+vu8KRE4MHoSGG4ORZ8hDg@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: e03f4c5cbf25729a913d3125713daa70

This is in response to your U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Freedom of Information Act 
request dated October 21, 2014 (GSA number 2015-000202) where you requested specific information 
regarding the renovation of the Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota. We are requesting 
the following information for GSA: An itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and 
construction at the Whipple Building ARRA & non-ARRA funding. This itemization would include money 
spent for design, construction and related costs, tenant improvements costs and move costs.Any budget 
analysis or project reviews.Any cost analysis summarizing energy cost savings along with projections of 
recouping costs.A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.Any emails between and 
among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or KMSP-TV. 

 

Under FOIA, a Federal Government Agency can take a 10-business day extension without a formal approval from the 
requester.  In order to properly respond to your request, GSA will need additional time to complete the collection of 
information, to obtain the necessary reviews and concurrences prior to releasing the information to you. You should 
expect a final reply on or before Friday, 23 January  2015.  

 

I apologize for this delay and any inconvenience it may cause you, and thank you for your continued patience and 
understanding.

Respectfully,
Freedom of Information Act
 Requester Service Center
U.S. General Services Administration 

1800 F Street, Northwest, Room 7300

Washington, DC 20405

Toll Free number:(855) 675-FOIA

Fax number:(202) 501-2727

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message and any attachments to this email message contain 
confidential information belonging to the sender, which is legally privileged.  The information is 
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Please do not forward this 
message without permission.  If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone or return email and delete and destroy the original email message, and attachments thereto 
and all copies thereof.

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_william.sonenberg@gsa.gov_0

Subject: FOIA:  Whipple Building
Date: Wed, 3 Dec 2014 17:43:32 -0600
From: Tom Lyden <
To: GSA.FOIA@gsa.gov
Message-ID: <F31D3595-C561-4CEB-8C89-67B85A0CB5BC@gmail.com>
MD5: 93913602c095cf0b988ae29e1b15d840

FOIA REQUEST:  FOX 9, KMSP-TV REQUEST FOR WHIPPLE BUILDING 
 

The following is a request under the Freedom of Information Act.  My news organization, KMSP-TV, in 
Minneapolis-St. Paul, is seeking specific information regarding the renovation of the Henry Bishop 
Whipple Federal Building in Minnesota.

We are requesting the following information for GSA: 

-  An itemized cost summary of the renovation, rehabilitation and construction at the Whipple Building 
ARRA & non-ARRA funding.  This itemization would include money spent for design, construction and 
related costs, tenant improvements costs and move costs.

-  Any budget analysis or project reviews.

-  Any cost analysis summarizing energy cost savings along with projections of recouping costs.

-  A detailed, itemized list of tenants in the Whipple Building.

-  Any emails between and among GSA regarding reporter Tom Lyden, or coverage by FOX 9 News, or 
KMSP-TV.

My news organization would pay all reasonable expenses related to this request.  Thanks in advance.

Tom Lyden

FOX 9 News

612-414-8644

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_william.sonenberg@gsa.gov_0

Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Wed, 17 Dec 2014 17:55:34 -0600
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
To: Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Cc: Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell <john.caswell@gsa.gov>,  Michael 

Messerle <michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, William Sonenberg 
<william.sonenberg@gsa.gov>,  Jennifer Enyart <jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>, Cat Langel - 
ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>

Message-ID: <CAP1jAVzhaGFmok0BhTLsae=NUJvJkfHAoWZfau+-3g0MY4ABCw@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: f095cfdd2f663ec64e77b5b9537832f0
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf ; 

PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_#1_(03.31.2009).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#2_(01.19.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#3__(03.05.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#4_(06.24.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#6_(12.16.2010).pdf 

(b) (5)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_william.sonenberg@gsa.gov_0

Lucrezia Patruno

Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533 
Cell: 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

Please let me know. Thanks!

Mike Mitchell

(b) (6)

(b) (5)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_william.sonenberg@gsa.gov_0

Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA
Date: Thu, 18 Dec 2014 08:03:45 -0600
From: William Sonenberg - PCBI <william.sonenberg@gsa.gov>
To: Marty Bowers <marty.bowers@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CACb7aQYQq-cN_5uu3abiDzR4eUVLUdn1VF=_F5S0j8Q_XEeRzQ@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 5c7fc970da8b1edc007c154b09994125
Attachments: Incoming online FOIA request signed by Tom Lyden, dated 3.DEC.2014.pdf ; 

PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_#1_(03.31.2009).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#2_(01.19.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#3__(03.05.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#4_(06.24.2010).pdf ; 
PBS_ARRA_Spending_Plan_Update_#6_(12.16.2010).pdf 

FYI 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov>
Date: Wed, Dec 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Mike Mitchell - ZACB <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov> 
Cc: Robert Green <robert.green@gsa.gov>, John Caswell <john.caswell@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, William Sonenberg <william.sonenberg@gsa.gov>, Jennifer Enyart 
<jennifer.enyart@gsa.gov>, Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov> 

(b) (5)



Folder: GSA-2017-000172_william.sonenberg@gsa.gov_0

Lucrezia Patruno

Regional Recovery Program

U.S. General Services Administration

Public Buildings Service, Great Lakes Region

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 3600

Chicago, IL 60604

Tel:   312-886-3533
Cell: 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Mitchell <mike.mitchell@gsa.gov>
Date: Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Incoming FOIA - Whipple ARRA 
To: Cat Langel - ZBA <catherine.langel@gsa.gov>, Michael Messerle - 5PCCM 
<michael.messerle@gsa.gov>, Lucrezia Patruno - 5P <lucrezia.patruno@gsa.gov> 

Hi Mike and Lucrezia -

I received this request at the end of last week for some information on the recently-completed Whipple 
project.

As you'll notice, it's from a reporter in the area. Cat can confirm, but I think he's written some negative 
things about it.

Anyway, if you could please take a look I'd appreciate it. Some of it seems pretty simple, other 
information we may or may not have.

I'm not sure of your schedules, but I'd like to have as much as possible pulled together by the end of the 
week.

(b) (6)

(b) (5)




